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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

�7�M�R�G�I���X�L�I���.�E�W�Q�M�R�I���6�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�����E���R�I�[���G�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P���E�R�H���M�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P��
�J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O���L�E�W���F�I�I�R���T�Y�X���M�R���T�P�E�G�I���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�����P�E�]�M�R�K���X�L�I���J�S�Y�R�H�E�X�M�S�R�W��
�J�S�V���X�L�I���P�M�F�I�V�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E�����&�Y�X���X�L�M�W���J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O���V�I�Q�E�M�R�W��
�I�Q�F�V�]�S�R�M�G���E�R�H���X�L�I���W�M�X�Y�E�X�M�S�R���J�V�E�K�M�P�I�����E�R�H���X�L�I�V�I���M�W���E�R���Y�V�K�I�R�X���R�I�I�H��
�X�S���E�H�H�V�I�W�W���W�L�S�V�X�G�S�Q�M�R�K�W���M�R���Q�I�H�M�E���K�S�Z�I�V�R�E�R�G�I����

�%�J�X�I�V���X�L�I���.�E�W�Q�M�R�I���6�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R���E���W�I�V�M�I�W���S�J��
new institutions was created in Tunisia 
�E�R�H���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���[�E�W���P�M�F�I�V�E�P�M�W�I�H�����(�I�G�V�I�I�W��
�2�S�������������E�R�H���2�S�������������������2�S�Z�I�Q�F�I�V��
���������
���X�S���V�I�G�S�K�R�M�W�I���X�L�I���J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���E��
�T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���Q�I�H�M�E���W�I�G�X�S�V�����,�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����X�L�I���P�I�K�E�G�]��
of Tunisia’s authoritarian media system 
�M�W���W�Y�G�L���X�L�E�X���E�X�X�I�Q�T�X�W���X�S���F�V�M�R�K���E�F�S�Y�X��
freedom of expression are frequently 
�L�M�R�H�I�V�I�H���F�]���½�R�E�R�G�M�E�P�����T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P���E�R�H���W�I�G�Y�V�M�X�]��
constraints. The new constitutional, 
�P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I���E�R�H���M�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P���J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O��
remains embryonic, subject to the 
�M�R�G�S�R�W�M�W�X�I�R�G�M�I�W���E�R�H���H�M�J�½�G�Y�P�X�M�I�W���S�J���E���T�S�W�X��
�V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�E�V�]���X�V�E�R�W�M�X�M�S�R���T�I�V�M�S�H����

1.1. EMERGENCE OF PRIVATE 
MEDIA 
�(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S�����������������������S�J�������2�S�Z�I�Q�F�I�V��
�����������E�P�P�S�[�W���X�L�I���P�M�G�I�R�W�M�R�K���S�J���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�Q�I�H�M�E�����X�L�I�V�I�F�]���G�V�I�E�X�M�R�K���E���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V�������8�L�I���,�E�Y�X�I���%�Y�X�S�V�M�X�q��
�-�R�H�q�T�I�R�H�E�R�X�I���H�I���P�E���'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��
�%�Y�H�M�S�Z�M�W�Y�I�P�P�I�����-�R�H�I�T�I�R�H�I�R�X��
�7�Y�T�V�I�Q�I���%�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�]���J�S�V���%�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
�'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�
�����,�%�-�'�%�
���M�W���X�L�I��
�M�R�H�I�T�I�R�H�I�R�X���E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�Z�I���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�]���W�I�X��
�Y�T���X�S���S�V�K�E�R�M�W�I�����K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���E�R�H���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�I��
�X�L�M�W���I�Q�I�V�K�M�R�K���W�I�G�X�S�V�����8�S���G�V�I�E�X�I���E�R�H��
�S�T�I�V�E�X�I���E���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���I�R�X�I�V�T�V�M�W�I��
requires a licence and compliance with 
certain terms and conditions. Radio 
�J�V�I�U�Y�I�R�G�M�I�W���E�V�I���E�[�E�V�H�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���%�K�I�R�G�I��
�2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�I���H�I�W���*�V�q�U�Y�I�R�G�I�W���M�R���G�S��
�S�V�H�M�R�E�X�M�S�R���[�M�X�L���,�%�-�'�%���E�R�H���M�R���P�M�R�I���[�M�X�L��
Decree No. 2011-116. 

1.2. PRESS FREEDOMS
Liberalisation of the press is now 
�J�S�V�Q�E�P�P�]���E�G�O�R�S�[�P�I�H�K�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���R�I�[��
�8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I���W�]�W�X�I�Q�����(�I�G�V�I�I��
�2�S�����������������������S�J�������2�S�Z�I�Q�F�I�V��������������
�[�L�M�G�L���V�I�T�P�E�G�I�W���X�L�I���T�V�I�Z�M�S�Y�W�������������4�V�I�W�W��
�'�S�H�I�����W�X�M�T�Y�P�E�X�I�W���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���X�L�I���T�V�I�W�W����
�-�X���E�P�W�S���E�P�P�S�[�W���J�S�V���K�V�I�E�X�I�V���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J��
�I�R�X�I�V�T�V�M�W�I���¯���E�R�]���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���G�M�X�M�^�I�R���S�V���E��
�P�I�K�E�P���I�R�X�M�X�]���G�E�R���W�I�X���Y�T���E���R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V���S�V��
�T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P�����8�L�I�V�I���E�V�I���E�P�W�S���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W��
�K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�M�R�K���X�L�I���T�P�Y�V�E�P�M�W�Q���S�J���G�S�Q�T�E�R�M�I�W��
and the transparency of the press.

1.3. ACCESS TO INFORMATION
�8�Y�R�M�W�M�E���L�E�W���Y�R�H�I�V�K�S�R�I���I�\�X�V�I�Q�I�P�]���T�S�W�M�X�M�Z�I��
�G�L�E�R�K�I���M�R���V�I�W�T�I�G�X���S�J���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X���X�S���F�I��
�M�R�J�S�V�Q�I�H���E�R�H���L�E�Z�I���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R����
�8�L�I���R�I�[���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�W���J�S�V���X�L�M�W���M�R��
�%�V�X�M�G�P�I�����������-�X���E�P�W�S���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�I�W���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X���S�J��
�E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���W�S�G�M�E�P���R�I�X�[�S�V�O�W���E�R�H���I�R�G�S�Y�V�E�K�I�W��
�X�L�I���W�X�E�X�I���X�S���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���X�L�M�W���V�M�K�L�X�����(�I�G�V�I�I��
No. 2011-41 of 26 May 2011, adopted 
�N�Y�W�X���E���J�I�[���Q�S�R�X�L�W���E�J�X�I�V���X�L�I���V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R���E�R�H��
�[�L�M�G�L���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�H���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�Z�I��
documents in Tunis, was supplemented 
to reduce the number of exceptions 
�E�R�H���W�L�S�V�X�I�R���X�L�I���K�V�E�G�I���T�I�V�M�S�H���J�S�V���M�X�W��
implementation.

1.4. INTERNET FREEDOMS
Freedom of the electronic press and the 
�V�M�K�L�X���X�S���T�Y�F�P�M�W�L���S�R�P�M�R�I�����E�P�X�L�S�Y�K�L���I�\�I�V�G�M�W�I�H��
�M�R���J�Y�P�P���J�S�P�P�S�[�M�R�K���X�L�I���V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�����M�W���R�S�X��
�I�\�T�V�I�W�W�P�]���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�H���J�S�V���M�R���G�Y�V�V�I�R�X���P�E�[���E�R�H��
remains unprotected. 

1.5. FAIR ACCESS TO FINANCE 
FOR COMMUNICATION AND 
INFORMATION ACTIVITIES 
�'�Y�V�V�I�R�X���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���H�S�I�W���R�S�X���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I���X�L�I��
�R�I�G�I�W�W�E�V�]���½�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W���J�S�V���J�V�I�I���E�R�H��
�M�R�H�I�T�I�R�H�I�R�X���Q�I�H�M�E�����%�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���½�R�E�R�G�M�R�K���F�]��
potential media owners and operators is 
�W�X�M�P�P���Z�I�V�]���Y�R�I�U�Y�E�P�����%�R�S�X�L�I�V���T�V�S�F�P�I�Q���M�W���X�L�E�X��
�X�L�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���J�S�V�Q�I�V���V�I�K�M�Q�I���M�W���W�X�M�P�P��
�M�R���J�S�V�G�I���[�L�M�P�I���X�L�I���R�I�[�P�]���M�R�X�V�S�H�Y�G�I�H���P�I�K�E�P��
�T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���H�S���R�S�X���]�I�X���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I���E���G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I��
�E�R�H���G�S�R�W�M�W�X�I�R�X���P�I�K�E�P���W�]�W�X�I�Q���J�S�V���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�Q�I�H�M�E���½�R�E�R�G�M�R�K�����8�L�M�W���M�W���X�V�Y�I���J�S�V���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
and print media, whether state-funded or 
�J�Y�R�H�I�H���F�]���G�S�Q�Q�I�V�G�M�E�P���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K����

1.6. LEGAL LIMITS TO FREEDOM  
OF EXPRESSION
�8�L�I���Q�S�W�X���R�S�X�E�F�P�I���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�W���E�V�I���E�W��
follows:

•  Decline in institutionalised censorship. The 
�R�I�[���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I���E�R�H���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�S�V�]���W�]�W�X�I�Q��
has prompted a dramatic decline in 
�M�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P�M�W�I�H���G�I�R�W�S�V�W�L�M�T�����2�I�Z�I�V�X�L�I�P�I�W�W����
�J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��
must be within the limits set out by law, 
�T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�P�]���[�M�X�L���V�I�W�T�I�G�X���X�S���X�L�I�H�M�K�R�M�X�]���S�J��
�X�L�I���M�R�H�M�Z�M�H�Y�E�P�����T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���P�M�J�I���E�R�H���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J��
beliefs, and protect children, public health, 
national security and public order. 

•  Guarantee of pluralist expression during 
elections. �8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���P�E�[�W��
�K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���J�E�M�V���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���Q�I�H�M�E���J�S�V��
�I�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P���G�E�R�H�M�H�E�X�I�W�����,�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����X�L�I�]���Q�E�O�I��
�R�S���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R���J�S�V���J�E�M�V���E�G�G�I�W�W���E�X���S�X�L�I�V���X�M�Q�I�W��������

•  Continuing shortcomings in the protection 
of women, children and minorities. �'�Y�V�V�I�R�X��
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�P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���H�S�I�W���R�S�X���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I���E�R�]���W�T�I�G�M�½�G��
�T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���V�I�K�E�V�H�M�R�K���M�Q�E�K�I�W���S�J���[�S�Q�I�R��
�R�S�V���E�R�]���W�T�I�G�M�E�P���V�M�K�L�X�W���X�S���G�Y�P�X�Y�V�E�P���E�R�H��
�P�M�R�K�Y�M�W�X�M�G���Q�M�R�S�V�M�X�M�I�W���E�W���V�I�T�V�I�W�I�R�X�I�H���F�]��
broadcast media. 

�� �%�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S���X�L�I���R�I�[���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���4�V�I�W�W��
�'�S�H�I�����T�V�I�W�W���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���Q�E�]���F�I���V�I�W�X�V�M�G�X�I�H��
only by statute, and any restriction 
should be: 

• �� �F�E�W�I�H���S�R���E���P�I�K�M�X�M�Q�E�X�I���G�S�R�G�I�V�R���X�S���V�I�W�T�I�G�X��
�X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X�W���E�R�H���H�M�K�R�M�X�]���S�J���S�X�L�I�V�W�����T�V�I�W�I�V�Z�I��
public order and/or protect national 
defence and security;

•  necessary and proportionate, in line with 
�X�L�I���Z�E�P�Y�I�W���S�J���E���H�I�Q�S�G�V�E�X�M�G���W�S�G�M�I�X�]�����E�R�H��
�[�M�X�L�S�Y�X���G�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�R�K���E���V�M�W�O���X�S���X�L�I���S�Z�I�V�E�P�P��
�V�M�K�L�X���S�J���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R���E�R�H��
information.

1.7. QUESTIONS RAISED IN THIS 
REPORT
The SWOT analysis shows clearly 
�H�M�W�G�I�V�R�M�F�P�I�����M�J���J�V�E�K�M�P�I�����X�V�I�R�H�W���J�E�Z�S�Y�V�E�F�P�I���X�S��
�X�L�I���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�I�H���P�M�F�I�V�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E��
in Tunisia. It is important to build on this 
�Q�S�Q�I�R�X�Y�Q���F�]���X�E�G�O�P�M�R�K���X�L�I���I�\�M�W�X�M�R�K���P�I�K�E�P��
�W�L�S�V�X�G�S�Q�M�R�K�W���M�R���Q�I�H�M�E���K�S�Z�I�V�R�E�R�G�I���M�R��
�S�V�H�I�V���X�S���Q�E�O�I���X�L�I���P�I�K�E�P���E�R�H���M�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P��
systems compliant with the new Tunisian 
�'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R����

�-�R���W�X�E�V�X�M�R�K���X�L�M�W���T�V�S�G�I�W�W���X�L�I�V�I���E�V�I���X�L�V�I�I��
main considerations to address:

•  Existing legislation. Does it assist efforts 
to liberalise the press and the audio-
�Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V���M�R���X�I�V�Q�W���S�J���P�M�G�I�R�W�M�R�K���Q�I�H�M�E��
�S�T�I�V�E�X�S�V�W�#���-�W���M�X���L�I�P�T�J�Y�P���M�R���W�E�J�I�K�Y�E�V�H�M�R�K��
media ownership, transparency and the 
professionalism of the media? Does it 
protect freedom of expression?

•  �1�I�G�L�E�R�M�W�Q�W���J�S�V���½�R�E�R�G�M�R�K���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E����These 
�H�I�W�I�V�Z�I���G�E�V�I�J�Y�P���E�X�X�I�R�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���E�G�X�M�S�R��
to ensure fair competition between 
companies in the print and audio-
�Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V�W�����-�R���T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�����M�X���M�W���Y�W�I�J�Y�P���X�S��
�G�S�R�W�M�H�I�V���L�S�[���W�X�E�X�I���J�Y�R�H�M�R�K���Q�M�K�L�X���[�S�V�O��
in the context of fair competition and 
non-discrimination and also how best to 
�P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�I���J�S�V���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I�����E�W���[�I�P�P���E�W���W�X�E�X�I���J�Y�R�H�I�H��
�E�R�H���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P�
���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���M�R���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E��

•  Freedom of expression. How far is this 
�T�V�S�X�I�G�X�I�H���F�]���P�I�K�E�P���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W�#���*�S�V��
example, is there institutionalised 
�G�I�R�W�S�V�W�L�M�T�����[�L�I�V�I�F�]���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���V�I�W�X�V�M�G�X�W��
what can be published for political or 
�W�S�G�M�E�P���V�I�E�W�S�R�W�#���-�W���X�L�I�V�I���E���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I��
�S�J���J�E�M�V���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E���H�Y�V�M�R�K��
�I�P�I�G�X�M�S�R�W�#���-�W���X�L�I�V�I���E�R�]���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J��
the internet and new communication 
�X�I�G�L�R�S�P�S�K�M�I�W�#

�&�I�J�S�V�I���G�S�R�W�M�H�I�V�M�R�K���X�L�I�W�I���U�Y�I�W�X�M�S�R�W���M�X���M�W��
necessary to understand the purpose 
�S�J���X�L�I���G�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P�����P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I���E�R�H��
�V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�S�V�]���W�]�W�X�I�Q�W���[�I���E�V�I���E�R�E�P�]�W�M�R�K�����E�R�H��
the political, economic and social context 
�M�R���[�L�M�G�L���X�L�I�]���E�V�I���I�Z�S�P�Z�M�R�K����

The SWOT analysis shows clearly 
�H�M�W�G�I�V�R�M�F�P�I�����M�J���J�V�E�K�M�P�I�����X�V�I�R�H�W���J�E�Z�S�Y�V�E�F�P�I���X�S��
�X�L�I���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�I�H���P�M�F�I�V�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E��
in Tunisia. It is important to build on this 
momentum...



2. INTRODUCTION

�8�L�M�W���V�I�T�S�V�X���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�W���E�R���S�Y�X�P�M�R�I���S�J���X�L�I���P�I�K�E�P���J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O���G�S�Z�I�V�M�R�K��
�X�L�I���T�V�M�R�X�����E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���E�R�H���I�P�I�G�X�V�S�R�M�G���Q�I�H�M�E���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�����P�S�S�O�M�R�K���E�X��
�X�L�I���M�Q�T�E�G�X���S�R���P�M�F�I�V�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R�����½�R�E�R�G�M�R�K���W�X�V�Y�G�X�Y�V�I�W���E�R�H���X�L�I���I�\�X�I�R�X��
�X�S���[�L�M�G�L���X�L�I���J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O���I�R�G�S�Y�V�E�K�I�W���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R����

�� �8�L�M�W���V�I�T�S�V�X���H�I�W�G�V�M�F�I�W���X�L�I���P�I�K�E�P��
framework for the media in Tunisia. It 
�G�S�Z�I�V�W���X�L�V�I�I���W�I�G�X�S�V�W�����X�L�I���T�V�M�R�X�I�H���T�V�I�W�W����
�T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���E�R�H���I�P�I�G�X�V�S�R�M�G���Q�I�H�M�E�
��
and explores three main themes: 

• �� �,�S�[���H�S�I�W���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���E�J�J�I�G�X���X�L�I��
liberalisation of the media sector? 

• �� �8�S���[�L�E�X���I�\�X�I�R�X���H�S���G�Y�V�V�I�R�X���½�R�E�R�G�M�R�K��
�W�X�V�Y�G�X�Y�V�I�W���J�E�Z�S�Y�V���Q�I�H�M�E���P�M�F�I�V�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R�#

•  How is freedom of expression protected 
�F�]���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R�#��

 
�� �8�L�I���½�V�W�X���T�E�V�X���G�S�Z�I�V�W���X�L�I���[�M�H�I�V���G�S�R�X�I�\�X��

for the introduction of new information 
�E�R�H���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E��
�E�J�X�I�V���X�L�I���.�E�W�Q�M�R�I���6�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�����8�L�I���V�I�T�S�V�X��
�K�S�I�W���S�R���X�S���E�R�E�P�]�W�I���X�L�I���H�M�J�J�I�V�I�R�X���W�X�V�I�R�K�X�L�W����
weaknesses, opportunities and threats 
�G�Y�V�V�I�R�X�P�]���E�J�J�I�G�X�M�R�K���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E���M�R���X�L�I�W�I���E�V�I�E�W��
�M�R���S�V�H�I�V���X�S���H�I�½�R�I���O�I�]���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X��
�M�Q�T�I�V�E�X�M�Z�I�W�����*�M�R�E�P�P�]�����X�L�I���V�I�T�S�V�X���Q�E�O�I�W��
�V�I�G�S�Q�Q�I�R�H�E�X�M�S�R�W���V�I�K�E�V�H�M�R�K���X�L�I���F�I�W�X���[�E�]��
�X�S���I�R�W�Y�V�I���G�S�R�X�M�R�Y�M�R�K���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X���S�J���X�L�I��
�Q�I�H�M�E���W�I�G�X�S�V�����[�L�M�G�L�����M�R���X�Y�V�R�����[�M�P�P���K�Y�M�H�I���X�L�I��
�W�S�G�M�E�P���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X���E�R�H���H�I�Q�S�G�V�E�X�M�W�E�X�M�S�R��
of the country.

 The broad aims of this report are 
�X�S���E�W�W�I�W�W���E�R�H���I�Z�E�P�Y�E�X�I���X�L�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R��
in force, to propose a road map to 

�E�G�G�S�Q�T�E�R�]���G�L�E�R�K�I�W���S�G�G�Y�V�V�M�R�K���M�R���X�L�I��
�V�I�K�M�S�R�����E�R�H���X�S���I�R�V�M�G�L���E�R�H���W�X�M�Q�Y�P�E�X�I��
�H�M�W�G�Y�W�W�M�S�R���S�R���Q�I�H�M�E���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E��

 This report focuses mainly on the 
�J�S�P�P�S�[�M�R�K���W�X�V�E�R�H�W����

• �� �X�L�I���P�I�K�E�P���J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O���S�J���X�L�I���T�V�M�R�X�I�H���T�V�I�W�W����
�T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�M�R�K���E�R�H���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V�W��

• �� �P�I�K�E�P���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�W���V�I�K�E�V�H�M�R�K���I�P�I�G�X�V�S�R�M�G��
media; 

•  an analysis of the current constitutional, 
�P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I���E�R�H���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�S�V�]���W�]�W�X�I�Q�W���M�R��
relation to the media;

• �� �E�R���E�W�W�I�W�W�Q�I�R�X���S�J���X�L�I���I�\�M�W�X�M�R�K���P�I�K�E�P��
�J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O���F�E�W�I�H���S�R���E���G�S�Q�T�E�V�E�X�M�Z�I��
analysis of the lessons learnt by the EU 
�E�R�H���X�L�I���P�I�K�E�P���W�M�X�Y�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���G�S�Y�R�X�V�M�I�W���M�R�� 
�X�L�I���V�I�K�M�S�R��

• �� �E���7�;�3�8���E�R�E�P�]�W�M�W���S�J���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E� �́W���G�Y�V�V�I�R�X���P�I�K�E�P��
�J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O���M�R���X�L�I�W�I���½�I�P�H�W�����E�R�H��

• �� �V�I�G�S�Q�Q�I�R�H�E�X�M�S�R�W���E�M�Q�I�H���E�X���Y�T�K�V�E�H�M�R�K��
�S�J���X�L�I���P�I�K�E�P���J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O���S�J���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���Q�I�H�M�E��
�M�R���X�L�I���M�R�X�I�V�I�W�X�W���S�J���X�L�I���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X����
democratisation and the social and 
�G�Y�P�X�Y�V�E�P���T�V�S�K�V�I�W�W���S�J���X�L�I���G�S�Y�R�X�V�]����

 This research draws on published and 
�Y�R�T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�I�H���W�S�Y�V�G�I�W���E�W���[�I�P�P���E�W���U�Y�E�P�M�X�E�X�M�Z�I��
�M�R�X�I�V�Z�M�I�[�W���[�M�X�L���O�I�]���T�P�E�]�I�V�W���M�R���X�L�I��
information and communication sectors. 
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3.  THE POLITICAL AND  
 LEGAL CONTEXT

the principle of press freedom5 and 
�G�S�R�X�E�M�R�I�H���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���E�T�T�E�V�I�R�X�P�]��
in support of this, but press freedom was, 
�M�R���J�E�G�X�����W�I�Z�I�V�I�P�]���P�M�Q�M�X�I�H���M�R���W�G�S�T�I������

The opposition press and independent 
newspapers were unable to offer critical 
analyses of political, economic and social 
realities; instead they were ordered to 
present a picture of stability in line with 
�K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X���R�E�V�V�E�X�M�Z�I�W�����'�I�R�W�S�V�W�L�M�T��
and self-censorship, the fear of criminal 
�W�E�R�G�X�M�S�R�W���E�R�H���X�L�I���V�I�Q�S�Z�E�P���S�J���T�Y�F�P�M�G��
�E�M�H���E�R�H���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���L�M�R�H�I�V�I�H���T�V�I�W�W��
�J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���E�R�H���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���E�R�H���I�P�I�G�X�V�S�R�M�G��
�G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���M�R���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���X�L�V�S�Y�K�L�S�Y�X���X�L�M�W��
period. 

3.3. THE EMERGENCE OF THE 
INTERNET 
�8�L�I���M�R�X�I�V�R�I�X���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E���K�S�I�W���F�E�G�O���X�S��������������
but this means of communication only 
�V�I�E�P�P�]���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�I�H���Y�R�H�I�V���X�L�I���E�Y�W�T�M�G�I�W���S�J��
�X�L�I���%�K�I�R�G�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�I�R�R�I���H�´�-�R�X�I�V�R�I�X�����%�8�-�
����
�G�V�I�E�X�I�H���M�R�������������Y�R�H�I�V���X�L�I���W�Y�T�I�V�Z�M�W�M�S�R��
�S�J���X�L�I���1�M�R�M�W�X�V�]���S�J���'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��
�8�I�G�L�R�S�P�S�K�M�I�W�����%�W���X�L�I���Q�E�M�R���M�R�X�I�V�R�I�X��
�W�I�V�Z�M�G�I���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�V�����-�7�4�
�����X�L�M�W���E�K�I�R�G�]��
�I�\�I�V�G�M�W�I�H���V�M�K�S�V�S�Y�W���G�S�R�X�V�S�P���S�Z�I�V���E�P�P��
�I�P�I�G�X�V�S�R�M�G���I�\�G�L�E�R�K�I�W���S�J���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R��
�E�R�H���Q�E�R�E�K�I�H���X�L�I���G�S�R�R�I�G�X�M�S�R�W���S�J���S�X�L�I�V��
�T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�V�W���E�R�H���Y�W�I�V���E�G�G�S�Y�R�X�W�����8�L�I���W�X�E�X�I��
�E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�M�I�W���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�I�H���M�R�X�I�V�R�I�X���Y�W�E�K�I��
�X�L�V�S�Y�K�L���E���H�I�G�V�I�I���S�J���������������[�L�M�G�L���V�I�U�Y�M�V�I�H��
�I�E�G�L���-�7�4���X�S���T�I�V�J�S�V�Q���G�S�R�W�X�E�R�X���W�Y�V�Z�I�M�P�P�E�R�G�I��
�S�Z�I�V���X�L�I���T�E�K�I�W���M�X���L�S�W�X�I�H���E�R�H���X�S���G�L�I�G�O��
that the content it carried was not 
contrary to “public order and morals”. 
The ATI could also suspend any internet 
�E�G�G�I�W�W���W�I�V�Z�M�G�I���[�M�X�L�S�Y�X���R�S�X�M�G�I���M�J���M�X���[�E�W��
�F�I�M�R�K���Y�W�I�H���J�S�V���T�Y�V�T�S�W�I�W���[�L�M�G�L���[�I�V�I��
�R�S�R���G�S�Q�T�P�M�E�R�X���[�M�X�L���W�X�V�M�R�K�I�R�X���G�S�R�X�V�E�G�X�Y�E�P��
�G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W�����%�R�]�S�R�I���[�M�W�L�M�R�K���X�S���Y�W�I���E�R��
�M�R�X�I�V�R�I�X���G�E�J�q���L�E�H���X�S���T�V�I�W�I�R�X���E�R���-�(���G�E�V�H����

�8�L�I���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���S�J���X�L�I���4�V�I�W�W���'�S�H�I���E�V�I��
�E�P�W�S���E�T�T�P�M�G�E�F�P�I�����[�M�X�L���X�L�I���W�E�Q�I���I�Z�M�H�I�R�X��
concern for state security, to content 
distributed online. So Tunisia, which has 
�X�L�I���Q�S�W�X���H�I�X�E�M�P�I�H���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�R���X�L�I���V�I�K�M�S�R����

 1�����±�0�E���'�S�R�½�K�Y�V�E�X�M�S�R���E�Y�H�M�S�Z�M�W�Y�I�P�P�I���X�Y�R�M�W�M�I�R�R�I���I�R�X�V�I���Q�S�R�S�T�S�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���I�X���P�M�F�q�V�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���H�Y���W�I�G�X�I�Y�V�²�����F�]���2�S�^�L�E���7�Q�E�X�����0�%�6�%�����������%�T�V�M�P���������������%�Z�E�M�P�E�F�P�I���E�X�����L�X�X�T�������[�����P�E�V�E���Y�R�M�Z���X�P�W�I�����J�V��
�I�R�X�V�I�P�E�G�W���W�T�M�T���T�L�T�#�E�Y�X�I�Y�V����

 2�����8�L�M�W���G�L�E�R�R�I�P���G�I�E�W�I�H���X�I�V�V�I�W�X�V�M�E�P���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���S�R���������(�I�G�I�Q�F�I�V�������������E�J�X�I�V���R�S�X���V�I�R�I�[�M�R�K���M�X�W���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���V�I�U�Y�I�W�X�����F�Y�X���M�X���[�E�W���E�K�E�M�R���E�Z�E�M�P�E�F�P�I���S�R���X�L�I���H�M�K�M�X�E�P���T�E�G�O�E�K�I���P�E�Y�R�G�L�I�H���F�]��
�X�L�I���3�J�½�G�I���2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���H�I���8�q�P�q�Z�M�W�M�S�R���M�R���.�Y�R�I������������

 3�����7�M�R�G�I���������3�G�X�S�F�I�V�������������*�V�E�R�G�I�������T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W���L�E�Z�I���R�S���P�S�R�K�I�V���F�I�I�R���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���X�I�V�V�I�W�X�V�M�E�P�P�]�����8�L�I���I�\�T�I�V�M�I�R�G�I���S�J���*�V�E�R�G�I�������M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E���V�I�Z�I�E�P�I�H�����E�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S���X�L�I���[�S�V�H�W���S�J���6����
�*�I�V�N�E�R�M�����������������T�����������
�����X�L�I���W�X�V�E�X�I�K�]���S�J���E���±�G�S�R�X�V�S�P�P�I�H���M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���X�I�V�V�I�W�X�V�M�E�P���W�T�E�G�I�²���[�L�M�G�L���[�E�W���H�S�S�Q�I�H���X�S���J�E�M�P�Y�V�I�����'�M�X�I�H���M�R���±�0�E���G�S�R�½�K�Y�V�E�X�M�S�R���E�Y�H�M���S�Z�M�W�Y�I�P�P�I��
�X�Y�R�M�W�M�I�R�R�I���I�R�X�V�I���Q�S�R�S�T�S�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���I�X���P�M�F�q�V�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���H�Y���W�I�G�X�I�Y�V�²�����S�T�����G�M�X����

 4�����'�E�R�E�P���,�S�V�M�^�S�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�I���W�L�Y�X���H�S�[�R���J�S�V���K�S�S�H���M�R���3�G�X�S�F�I�V�������������J�S�V���I�G�S�R�S�Q�M�G���V�I�E�W�S�R�W�����7�Y�F�W�G�V�M�F�I�V�W���X�S���X�L�I���G�L�E�R�R�I�P���J�I�P�P���J�V�S�Q�����������������X�S�����������������������	���P�I�W�W���X�L�E�R���X�L�I���T�I�E�O���E�G�L�M�I�Z�I�H��
�H�Y�V�M�R�K���M�X�W���F�S�S�Q���]�I�E�V�W�����8�L�M�W���H�I�G�P�M�R�I���[�E�W���Q�E�M�R�P�]���H�Y�I���X�S���X�L�I���T�V�S�P�M�J�I�V�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���J�V�I�I���X�S���E�M�V���W�E�X�I�P�P�M�X�I���G�L�E�R�R�I�P�W�����-�H�I�Q�����M�F�M�H�� 

�L�E�W���W�S�Q�I���S�J���X�L�I���W�X�V�M�G�X�I�W�X���G�S�R�X�V�S�P�W���S�Z�I�V��
the internet in the world. Due to the fear 
of criminal sanctions, self-censorship has 
�F�I�I�R���X�L�I���V�Y�P�I���E�Q�S�R�K���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���F�P�S�K�K�I�V�W��
�X�L�V�S�Y�K�L�S�Y�X���X�L�M�W���T�I�V�M�S�H��6 

�4�V�I�W�W���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R�����P�M�O�I���X�L�I���M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P��
�E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X�W���X�L�I���W�X�E�X�I���W�Y�F�W�G�V�M�F�I�W���X�S����
proclaims the principles of freedom of 
expression, opinion and publication, as 
�[�I�P�P���E�W���X�L�I���G�M�X�M�^�I�R� �́W���V�M�K�L�X���X�S���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R����
�,�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����X�L�I���T�V�E�G�X�M�G�I���E�R�H���G�S�R�H�Y�G�X���S�J��
the Tunisian authorities are deliberately 
�E�Q�F�M�K�Y�S�Y�W�����H�M�W�G�V�M�Q�M�R�E�X�S�V�]���M�R���V�I�W�T�I�G�X���X�S��
�G�M�X�M�^�I�R�W���E�R�H���Q�E�V�O�I�H���F�]���E���H�I�X�I�V�Q�M�R�E�X�M�S�R��
�X�S���G�S�R�X�V�S�P���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E�����&�]���[�E�]���S�J��
�I�\�E�Q�T�P�I�����T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�M�R�K���E���R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V��
�S�V���Q�E�K�E�^�M�R�I���¯���E�P�F�I�M�X���W�Y�F�N�I�G�X���X�S���E��
�H�I�G�P�E�V�E�X�S�V�]���V�I�K�M�Q�I���V�I�G�S�K�R�M�W�I�H���X�S���F�I��
the most liberal – constitutes a major 
obstacle for the free expression of 
opinion. Very often the administration 
refuses to issue records so as not to 
be forced to justify the reasons for its 
refusal in case of a publication request 
�F�I�M�R�K���V�I�N�I�G�X�I�H�����;�L�I�R���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�W�E�X�M�S�R��
�M�W���K�V�E�R�X�I�H�����X�L�I���F�I�R�I�½�G�M�E�V�]���Q�Y�W�X��
�W�L�S�[���I�Z�M�H�I�R�G�I���S�J���E���³�T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P���¾�E�M�V� �́��X�S��
�T�Y�F�P�M�W�L���[�M�X�L�S�Y�X���F�I�M�R�K���E�X�X�E�G�O�I�H���F�]��
the administration. He must also, and 
particularly, report information in 
�X�L�I���±�V�M�K�L�X�²���[�E�]���X�S���E�Z�S�M�H���G�V�S�W�W�M�R�K���X�L�I��
�Q�S�Z�M�R�K���V�I�H���P�M�R�I�W���W�I�X���F�]���X�L�I���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�M�I�W������

 3.4. THE LIBERALISATION OF 
THE MEDIA LANDSCAPE AND ITS 
LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
�8�L�I���.�E�W�Q�M�R�I���6�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R���W�[�I�T�X���E�[�E�]��
�X�L�I���S�P�H���V�I�K�M�Q�I���E�R�H���Y�W�L�I�V�I�H���M�R���E���R�I�[��
�P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I���E�R�H���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P���P�E�R�H�W�G�E�T�I�����[�M�X�L��
�M�Q�Q�I�H�M�E�X�I���T�P�E�R�W���X�S���V�I�T�P�E�G�I���X�L�I������������
�'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�����[�L�M�G�L���V�I�G�S�K�R�M�W�I�H���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q��
of expression in theory but did not 
protect it in practice. 

This impetus rapidly led to the 
�H�M�W�Q�E�R�X�P�M�R�K���S�J���X�L�I���M�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P���W�]�W�X�I�Q��
for authoritarian control of the media��  
�E�R�H���X�L�I���W�I�X�X�M�R�K���Y�T���S�J���R�I�[���M�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�W��
�V�I�W�T�S�R�W�M�F�P�I���J�S�V���G�S�R�W�I�G�V�E�X�M�R�K���E�R�H��

The media landscape under President 
�,�E�F�M�F���&�S�Y�V�K�Y�M�F�E�����E�R�H���T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�P�]���Y�R�H�I�V��
�X�L�I���T�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�G�]���S�J���>�M�R�I���E�P���%�F�M�H�M�R�I���&�I�R��
Ali, has principally been characterised 
by a concern to control and exploit 
the mass media in line with the policies 
and economic model promoted by 
�X�L�I���V�I�K�M�Q�I��1 Attempts at liberalisation, 
�Q�S�V�I���V�I�G�I�R�X�P�]���X�S���Q�I�I�X���X�L�I���G�L�E�P�P�I�R�K�I�W��
of unhindered access to satellite 
�F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�I�V�W���W�Y�G�L���E�W���%�P���.�E�^�I�I�V�E�����Y�W�L�I�V�I�H��
�M�R���W�S�Q�I���V�I�J�S�V�Q�W�����X�L�I���Q�S�W�X���W�M�K�R�M�½�G�E�R�X���S�J��
�[�L�M�G�L���E�V�I�����X�L�I���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���J�S�V�I�M�K�R��
�G�L�E�R�R�I�P�W�����X�L�I���S�T�I�R�M�R�K���Y�T���S�J���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S��
�Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V���X�S���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���M�R�Z�I�W�X�Q�I�R�X�����X�L�I��
�M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
�S�J�J�I�V�����E�R�H���X�L�I���G�S�R�X�V�S�P�P�I�H���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X���S�J��
the printed press and the internet. 

3.1. OPENING UP TO PRIVATE 
AND FOREIGN TELEVISION AND 
RADIO CHANNELS
�8�L�I���H�I�V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K��
�W�I�G�X�S�V���[�E�W���R�S�X���F�E�W�I�H���S�R���E���P�I�K�E�P���X�I�\�X�����-�X��
was carried out de facto and precipitated 
�F�]���I�Z�I�R�X�W���S�R���X�L�I���K�V�S�Y�R�H�����[�M�X�L���X�L�I��
�K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X���M�R�M�X�M�E�P�P�]���K�M�Z�M�R�K���T�I�V�Q�M�W�W�M�S�R��
�J�S�V���X�L�I���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���S�J���G�I�V�X�E�M�R���J�S�V�I�M�K�R��
�G�L�E�R�R�I�P�W�����8�L�M�W���W�X�E�V�X�I�H���M�R�������������[�M�X�L���X�L�I��

�X�I�V�V�I�W�X�V�M�E�P���-�X�E�P�M�E�R���8�:���G�L�E�R�R�I�P���6�E�M���9�R�S�����½�Z�I��
years before the creation of the Tunisian 
�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���G�L�E�R�R�I�P���M�R������������2���-�R���.�Y�R�I��������������
�X�L�I���W�I�G�S�R�H���*�V�I�R�G�L���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���G�L�E�R�R�I�P��
�%�R�X�I�R�R�I���������G�Y�V�V�I�R�X�P�]���*�V�E�R�G�I�����
���[�E�W���E�P�W�S��
�E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�W�I�H���X�S���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���M�X�W���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W��
terrestrially in Tunisia.3  

This relaxation of restrictions also took 
�X�L�I���J�S�V�Q���S�J���X�L�I���G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R�����S�R�������2�S�Z�I�Q�F�I�V��
�������������S�J���X�L�I���½�V�W�X���I�R�G�V�]�T�X�I�H���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�G�L�E�R�R�I�P���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�����G�L�V�M�W�X�I�R�I�H���±�'�E�R�E�P��
�,�S�V�M�^�S�R�W���8�Y�R�M�W�M�I�²�����8�L�M�W���F�V�I�E�O�X�L�V�S�Y�K�L����
�L�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����G�E�Q�I���[�M�X�L���W�X�V�M�G�X���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K��
terms and conditions.4���8�L�I���S�T�I�R�M�R�K���Y�T��
�S�J���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V���X�S���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���H�M�H���R�S�X���F�I�K�M�R���M�R���I�E�V�R�I�W�X��
until February 2005 with the launch of 
Hannibal TV, founded by a major Tunisian 
�M�R�Z�I�W�X�S�V�����%�V�F�M���2�E�W�V�E�����[�L�S���M�W���E�P�W�S���H�M�V�I�G�X�S�V��
of the channel. It has both terrestrial and 
�W�E�X�I�P�P�M�X�I���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���P�M�G�I�R�G�I�W�����%�X���X�L�I��
�S�Y�X�W�I�X���M�X���G�S�Z�I�V�I�H���+�V�I�E�X�I�V���8�Y�R�M�W���E�R�H���X�L�I��
�7�E�L�I�P���V�I�K�M�S�R�����[�M�X�L���P�E�V�K�I���E�Y�H�M�I�R�G�I���W�L�E�V�I�W����
�%���W�I�G�S�R�H���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���G�L�E�R�R�I�P��
�[�E�W���G�V�I�E�X�I�H���M�R���1�E�V�G�L���������������8�L�M�W���[�E�W��
the entertainment channel Nesma TV, 
�G�V�I�E�X�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���E�K�I�R�G�]���/�E�V�S�Y�M��
�E�R�H���/�E�V�S�Y�M���[�M�X�L���E���F�Y�H�K�I�X���S�J�����������Q�M�P�P�M�S�R����

�-�X���F�I�K�E�R���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���F�]���W�E�X�I�P�P�M�X�I�����2�M�P�I�7�E�X��
�E�R�H���%�V�E�F�7�E�X�
���J�V�S�Q���4�E�V�M�W��

�-�R���2�S�Z�I�Q�F�I�V�������������6�E�H�M�S���1�S�W�E�x�U�Y�I���*�1��
�F�I�G�E�Q�I���X�L�I���½�V�W�X���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���V�E�H�M�S���W�X�E�X�M�S�R���X�S��
be authorised to broadcast in Greater 
Tunis, the northern suburbs and the 
�,�E�Q�Q�E�Q�I�X���V�I�K�M�S�R�����6�E�H�M�S���.�E�[�L�E�V�E���*�1��
�W�X�E�V�X�I�H���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���S�R���������.�Y�P�]�������������J�V�S�Q��
�X�L�I���X�S�[�R���S�J���7�S�Y�W�W�I�����G�S�Z�I�V�M�R�K���X�L�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R��
�7�E�L�I�P�����I�R�G�S�Q�T�E�W�W�M�R�K���X�L�I���X�S�[�R�W���S�J���7�S�Y�W�W�I����
�1�E�L�H�M�E�����/�E�M�V�S�Y�E�R�����1�S�R�E�W�X�M�V�����2�E�F�I�Y�P���E�R�H��
�T�E�V�X���S�J���7�J�E�\�����-�X���X�E�V�K�I�X�W���X�L�I���P�E�V�K�I���G�P�Y�W�X�I�V�W���S�J��
�Y�R�M�Z�I�V�W�M�X�]���W�X�Y�H�I�R�X�W���M�R���M�X�W���G�E�X�G�L�Q�I�R�X���E�V�I�E����
�J�S�G�Y�W�M�R�K���S�R���X�L�I�M�V���M�R�X�I�V�I�W�X�W������

3.2. REGULATION OF PRINT 
MEDIA
�3�R���X�L�I���I�Z�I���S�J���X�L�I���.�E�W�Q�M�R�I���6�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�����X�L�I��
press sector consisted of 264 newspapers 
�E�R�H���Q�E�K�E�^�M�R�I�W�����M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K���I�M�K�L�X���H�E�M�P�M�I�W���E�R�H��
�������[�I�I�O�P�M�I�W�����%�P�Q�S�W�X���E�P�P���S�J���X�L�I�Q���F�I�P�S�R�K�I�H��
�X�S���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���M�R�Z�I�W�X�S�V�W�����4�V�M�R�X���Q�I�H�M�E��
�[�I�V�I���Q�S�V�I���M�R�X�I�R�W�I�P�]���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�I�H���J�S�V���X�L�E�R��
�S�X�L�I�V���Q�I�H�M�E�����T�V�M�Q�E�V�M�P�]���X�L�V�S�Y�K�L���X�L�I������������
�4�V�I�W�W���'�S�H�I�����[�L�M�G�L���[�E�W���Q�S�H�M�½�I�H���S�R��
numerous occasions and clearly bears 
the marks of a succession of authoritarian 
�K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X�W�����8�L�I�������������G�S�H�I���W�I�X���S�Y�X��

�K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�M�R�K���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R���E�R�H��
�X�L�I���V�I�S�V�K�E�R�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E���W�I�G�X�S�V����
�8�L�I���,�E�Y�X�I���-�R�W�X�E�R�G�I���T�S�Y�V���P�E���6�q�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R��
�H�I�W���3�F�N�I�G�X�M�J�W���H�I���P�E���6�q�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�����7�Y�T�V�I�Q�I��
�&�S�H�]���6�I�W�T�S�R�W�M�F�P�I���J�S�V���%�G�L�M�I�Z�M�R�K���X�L�I��
�3�F�N�I�G�X�M�Z�I�W���S�J���X�L�I���6�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�
���W�I�X���Y�T���E��
media subcommission a few weeks after 
�X�L�I���G�S�P�P�E�T�W�I���S�J���X�L�I���V�I�K�M�Q�I�����8�L�I���-�R�W�X�E�R�G�I��
�2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�I���G�L�E�V�K�q�I���H�I�W���6�q�J�S�V�Q�I�W���H�I��
�P�´�M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���I�X���H�I���P�E���'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��
���2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���&�S�H�]���J�S�V���6�I�J�S�V�Q���S�J��
�-�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�
��
���-�2�6�-�'�
���[�E�W���G�V�I�E�X�I�H���M�R���M�X�W���[�E�O�I���E�R�H��
�I�R�X�V�Y�W�X�I�H���[�M�X�L���E�W�W�I�W�W�M�R�K���X�L�I���P�I�K�E�G�]���S�J��
�X�L�I���V�I�K�M�Q�I���E�R�H���T�V�S�T�S�W�M�R�K���X�L�I���Q�I�E�W�Y�V�I�W��
needed to free up and liberalise the 
�Q�I�H�M�E���W�I�G�X�S�V�����8�L�I���,�E�Y�X�I���%�Y�X�S�V�M�X�q��
�-�R�H�q�T�I�R�H�E�R�X�I���H�I���P�E���'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��
�%�Y�H�M�S�Z�M�W�Y�I�P�P�I�����-�R�H�I�T�I�R�H�I�R�X��
�7�Y�T�V�I�Q�I���%�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�]���J�S�V���%�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
�'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�
�����,�%�-�'�%�
���[�E�W���E�P�W�S���W�I�X��
�Y�T���[�M�X�L���E���Z�M�I�[���X�S���W�X�V�I�R�K�X�L�I�R�M�R�K���E�R�H��
�T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�R�K���X�L�I���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
communication. 

�-�R���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I���X�I�V�Q�W�����X�L�I���X�V�E�R�W�M�X�M�S�R��
�K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X���X�L�I�R���T�V�S�Q�Y�P�K�E�X�I�H���X�L�V�I�I��
�M�Q�T�S�V�X�E�R�X���H�I�G�V�I�I���P�E�[�W���V�I�P�E�X�M�R�K���X�S���X�L�I��
�4�V�I�W�W���'�S�H�I�����X�L�I���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���E�Y�H�M�S��
�Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S��
information. 

In constitutional terms, in a step that was 
�Z�I�V�]���T�S�T�Y�P�E�V���[�M�X�L���S�F�W�I�V�Z�I�V�W�����X�L�I���R�I�[��
�'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R���S�J���������.�E�R�Y�E�V�]�������������M�R�G�P�Y�H�I�W��
�E���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�����M�R���%�V�X�M�G�P�I�����������S�J���±�J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J��
�S�T�M�R�M�S�R�����X�L�S�Y�K�L�X���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R�����M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R��
and publication” and prohibits their prior 
�G�I�R�W�S�V�W�L�M�T�����%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�W���X�L�I��
�V�M�K�L�X���X�S���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X���X�S��
access information. Unlike the Moroccan 
�'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�����X�L�M�W���J�Y�R�H�E�Q�I�R�X�E�P���P�E�[���I�Z�I�R��
�T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�W���J�S�V���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���W�S�G�M�E�P���R�I�X�[�S�V�O�W����
�E�R�H���L�E�W���I�R�G�S�Y�V�E�K�I�H���X�L�I���W�X�E�X�I���X�S��
�K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���X�L�I���W�E�Q�I�����,�%�-�'�%�����V�I�W�T�S�R�W�M�F�P�I��
�J�S�V���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�M�R�K���X�L�I���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���E�Y�H�M�S��
�Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���S�Z�I�V�W�I�I�M�R�K���X�L�I��
�H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X���S�J���X�L�M�W���W�I�G�X�S�V�����[�E�W���J�S�V�Q�E�P�P�]��
�E�G�O�R�S�[�P�I�H�K�I�H���M�R���X�L�I���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R��
of 2014.�� 
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�������0�E�V�F�M���'�L�S�Y�M�O�L�E�����±�0�´�E�Y�H�M�S�Z�M�W�Y�I�P���I�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�I�������Y�R�I���P�M�F�q�V�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���J�S�R�H�Y�I���H�E�R�W���P�I���Q�S�Y�P�I���q�X�E�X�M�U�Y�I�²�����L�X�X�T�������E�R�R�I�I�Q�E�K�L�V�I�F���V�I�Z�Y�I�W���S�V�K���������#�P�E�R�K�!�I�R�
��

 �������8�L�I���-�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���1�M�R�M�W�X�V�]���[�E�W���E�F�S�P�M�W�L�I�H�����E�R�H���X�L�I���E�G�X�M�Z�M�X�M�I�W���S�J���X�L�I�����8�Y�R�M�W�M�I�R�R�I���H�I���'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���)�\�X�q�V�M�I�Y�V�I�����8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���)�\�X�I�V�R�E�P���'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W���%�K�I�R�G�]�
�����%�8�'�)�
�����[�L�M�G�L��
�G�S�R�X�V�S�P�P�I�H���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���X�L�V�S�Y�K�L���X�L�I���E�[�E�V�H�M�R�K���S�J���T�Y�F�P�M�G���F�S�H�]���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���G�S�R�X�V�E�G�X�W�����E�R�H���X�L�S�W�I���S�J���X�L�I�����8�Y�R�M�W�M�I�R�R�I���H�´�M�R�X�I�V�R�I�X�����8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���-�R�X�I�V�R�I�X���%�K�I�R�G�]�
�����%�8�-�
�����[�L�M�G�L���G�S�R�X�V�S�P�P�I�H��
�E�R�H���G�I�R�W�Y�V�I�H���[�I�F�W�M�X�I�W�����[�I�V�I���J�V�S�^�I�R�����E�R�H���X�L�I���'�S�R�W�I�M�P���7�Y�T�q�V�M�I�Y�V���H�I�W���1�q�H�M�E�W�����7�Y�T�V�I�Q�I���1�I�H�M�E���'�S�Y�R�G�M�P�
�����G�V�I�E�X�I�H���M�R���������������[�E�W���H�M�W�W�S�P�Z�I�H��

 �������%�V�X�M�G�P�I�����������S�J���X�L�I���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R���S�J���������.�E�R�Y�E�V�]�������������W�X�E�X�I�W���X�L�E�X�����±�8�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���F�S�H�]���M�W���V�I�W�T�S�R�W�M�F�P�I���J�S�V���X�L�I���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X���S�J���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
�G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���W�I�G�X�S�V�����-�X���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�W���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R���E�R�H���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���T�P�Y�V�E�P���E�R�H���L�S�R�I�W�X���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R�����8�L�I���F�S�H�]���L�E�W���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�S�V�]���T�S�[�I�V���[�M�X�L�M�R���M�X�W���N�Y�V�M�W�H�M�G�X�M�S�R�����E�R�H��
�Q�Y�W�X���F�I���G�S�R�W�Y�P�X�I�H���S�R���H�V�E�J�X���P�E�[�W���J�E�P�P�M�R�K���[�M�X�L�M�R���M�X�W���N�Y�V�M�W�H�M�G�X�M�S�R�����8�L�I���F�S�H�]���M�W���G�S�Q�T�V�M�W�I�H���S�J���R�M�R�I���M�R�H�I�T�I�R�H�I�R�X���Q�I�Q�F�I�V�W���¯���M�Q�T�E�V�X�M�E�P�����G�S�Q�T�I�X�I�R�X���E�R�H���L�S�R�I�W�X�����8�L�I�]���W�I�V�Z�I���E���W�M�R�K�P�I������������
�X�I�V�Q���S�J���S�J�½�G�I���S�J���W�M�\���]�I�E�V�W�����8�L�I���F�S�H�]���M�W���V�I�R�I�[�I�H���F�]���E���X�L�M�V�H���I�Z�I�V�]���X�[�S���]�I�E�V�W���²

In the past, Tunisia’s media landscape has been characterised 
�F�]���Y�W�I���S�J���X�L�I���Q�E�W�W���Q�I�H�M�E���X�S���T�V�S�Q�Y�P�K�E�X�I���X�L�I���T�S�P�M�G�M�I�W���S�J���X�L�I��
�M�R�G�Y�Q�F�I�R�X���V�I�K�M�Q�I�����7�M�R�G�I���X�L�I���.�E�W�Q�M�R�I���6�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�����Q�S�Z�I�W���X�S�[�E�V�H�W��
�P�M�F�I�V�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���L�E�Z�I���M�R�G�P�Y�H�I�H���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�W�M�R�K���J�S�V�I�M�K�R���G�L�E�R�R�I�P�W���E�R�H��
�I�R�G�S�Y�V�E�K�M�R�K���X�L�I���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X���S�J���X�L�I���M�R�X�I�V�R�I�X������
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�����9�P�]�W�W�I���8�:�����2�E�W�V���%�P�M���'�L�E�O�V�S�Y�R�
�����8�;�8�����-�W�W�E�Q��
�/�L�I�V�M�K�M�
�����8�[�S���S�X�L�I�V���8�:���G�L�E�R�R�I�P�W���[�I�V�I���G�V�I�E�X�I�H���M�R���������������8�Y�R�M�W�R�E���8�:���E�R�H���%�P���5�E�P�E�Q���8�:����

 12  These are: Al Hakika (La Vérité), Arrissala (Le Message), Al Yaoum (Le Jour), Al Massa (Le Soir), Al Qattous (Le Chat, satirical journal), Al Fajr (L’Aube, organ of Ennahdha), Al Waka’a 
���0�I�W���*�E�M�X�W�
�����������N�E�R�Z�M�I�V�����%�P���%�O�L�F�E�V�����0�I�W���-�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R�W�
�����%�P���-�V�E�H�E�����0�E���:�S�P�S�R�X�q�
�����%�W�V�E�V�����'�S�R�½�H�I�R�G�I�W�
�����%�P���,�E�W�W�E�H���)�P���3�Y�W�F�S�Y�M�����&�M�P�E�R���H�I���P�E���W�I�Q�E�M�R�I�
�����0�´�E�Y�H�E�G�I���E�R�H���M�X�W���%�V�E�F���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I���Z�I�V�W�M�S�R���)�P��
Jor’aa (bi-monthly), Arabia, Arraya (L’Etendard), Sawt Echaab (La Voix du peuple�����S�V�K�E�R���S�J���X�L�I���'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�W�X���T�E�V�X�]���4�'�3�8�
���E�R�H��Al Karama (La Dignité). 

�-�R���Q�I�H�M�E���X�I�V�Q�W�����X�L�I���V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R���V�E�T�M�H�P�]��
burst the authoritarian bubble and led 
�X�S���X�L�I���F�P�S�S�Q�M�R�K���S�J���R�I�[���Q�I�H�M�E���J�S�V�Q�E�X�W��
in the three spheres of information: the 
�E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V�����X�L�I���T�V�M�R�X���Q�I�H�M�E����
and electronic media. At the proposal 
�S�J���-�2�6�-�'�����X�L�I���K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�W�I�H��
�X�L�I���G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���������R�I�[���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���V�E�H�M�S��
stations10���E�R�H���½�Z�I���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R��
channels.11���7�I�Z�I�R���G�L�E�R�R�I�P�W���E�V�I���E�Z�E�M�P�E�F�P�I��
�J�V�I�I���S�J���G�L�E�V�K�I���S�R���X�L�I���H�M�K�M�X�E�P���X�I�V�V�I�W�X�V�M�E�P��
�X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���T�E�G�O�E�K�I���8�2�8���V�I�G�I�R�X�P�]���P�E�Y�R�G�L�I�H��
�F�]���X�L�I���3�J�½�G�I���2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���H�I���8�q�P�q�H�M�J�J�Y�W�M�S�R��

���2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���&�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���3�J�½�G�I�
�����3�2�8�
�����J�S�Y�V��
�S�J���X�L�I�Q���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I�����8�L�I���T�E�G�O�E�K�I���G�S�R�X�E�M�R�W�������P�E��
�8�q�P�q�Z�M�W�M�S�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�I�R�R�I���2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�I�����8�8�2�
��������
la TTN 2, Hannibal TV, Nessma, Al Hiwar 
�)�X�X�S�Y�R�W�M�����8�Y�R�M�W�M�E���;�S�V�P�H���8�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R�����8�;�8�
��
�E�R�H���X�L�I���½�V�W�X���-�X�E�P�M�E�R���R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R��
channel, RAI 1.

After January 14th 2011 the liberalisation 
of the press enabled the creation of a 
�P�E�V�K�I���R�Y�Q�F�I�V���S�J���N�S�Y�V�R�E�P�W���E�R�H���R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�W����
�E�P�X�L�S�Y�K�L���J�I�[���S�J���X�L�I�Q���[�I�V�I���W�Y�W�X�E�M�R�E�F�P�I����
In this context some 20 newspapers 

���E�P�P���%�V�E�F�M�G���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I�����[�M�X�L���X�L�I���I�\�G�I�T�X�M�S�R��
of l’Audace�
���[�I�V�I���G�V�I�E�X�I�H12 but, in the 
absence of resources, some had already 
folded by the elections of October 2011. 
As a result of liberalisation, the three 
“opposition” newspapers that existed 
�F�I�J�S�V�I���X�L�I���V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R���¯��Al-Maouqif, 
Al-Mouatinoun and Al Tariq al-Jadid – 
can now be printed and distributed 
�R�S�V�Q�E�P�P�]�����E�R�H���E�V�I���R�S���P�S�R�K�I�V���I�\�T�I�V�M�I�R�G�M�R�K����
“technical” problems with printers and 
distributors.

�8�L�I���R�I�[���G�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P���E�R�H���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I��
�W�]�W�X�I�Q���I�R�K�E�K�I�W���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
�P�E�R�H�W�G�E�T�I���M�R���E���X�V�Y�I���H�]�R�E�Q�M�G���S�J���G�L�E�R�K�I����
�K�I�R�I�V�E�P�P�]���J�E�Z�S�Y�V�E�F�P�I���X�S���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J��
expression, both economic and political, 
�M�R���X�L�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���Q�I�H�M�E�����&�Y�X���X�L�M�W���R�I�[��
system remains incomplete and under 
assault, pulled in different directions 
and subject to the inconsistencies, 
fortunately minor, that characterise the 
�M�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P���E�R�H���P�I�K�E�P���G�S�R�W�X�V�Y�G�X�M�S�R�W���S�J��
�X�L�I���T�S�W�X���V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�E�V�]���W�G�I�R�I����

4.  LEGISLATIVE CONDITIONS FOR 
ACCESS TO THE MEDIA MARKET

4.1. FREEDOM OF AUDIO-
VISUAL ENTERPRISE AND THE 
GUARANTEE OF DIVERSITY 
OF PRIVATE MEDIA IN THE 
NEW CONSTITUTIONAL AND 
LEGISLATIVE SYSTEM
�%�X���X�L�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I���P�I�Z�I�P�����Y�R�P�M�O�I���1�S�V�S�G�G�S����
�[�L�I�V�I���E�������������H�I�G�V�I�I���I�\�T�P�M�G�M�X�P�]���V�I�Q�S�Z�I�H��
�X�L�I���W�X�E�X�I�´�W���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���Q�S�R�S�T�S�P�]��
established by the French protectorate 
�M�R���������������R�S���P�I�K�E�P���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R���L�E�W���V�I�T�I�E�P�I�H��
�(�I�G�V�I�I�������������X�L�E�X���P�I�K�E�P�P�]���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�I�H��
the state media monopoly in Tunisia. 
�,�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����E�W���M�R���1�S�V�S�G�G�S�����X�L�M�W���Q�S�R�S�T�S�P�]��
�[�E�W���M�R���I�J�J�I�G�X���V�I�P�E�\�I�H���F�I�J�S�V�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R��
�G�S�H�M�½�I�H���X�L�I���P�M�F�I�V�E�P�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S��
�Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V���E�R�H���S�T�I�R�I�H���M�X���Y�T���X�S���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�M�R�Z�I�W�X�S�V�W�����W�I�I�������������E�F�S�Z�I�
�����8�L�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R��
in question is Decree No. 2011-116 of 
�����2�S�Z�I�Q�F�I�V���������������[�L�M�G�L���G�S�Z�I�V�W���X�L�I��
�J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��
and entrusts to an independent 
�E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�Z�I���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�]���X�L�I���X�E�W�O���S�J��
�S�V�K�E�R�M�W�M�R�K�����K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�M�R�K���E�R�H���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�M�R�K��
the exercise of this freedom. It also 
�G�S�H�M�½�I�W���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X���S�J���I�E�G�L���G�M�X�M�^�I�R���X�S���L�E�Z�I��
�E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
communication. The Decree sets out, 
�M�R���X�[�S���E�V�X�M�G�P�I�W���S�R���M�X�W���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W����
�X�L�I���T�V�M�R�G�M�T�P�I�W���E�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S���[�L�M�G�L���X�L�I��
�J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��

must be exercised13���E�R�H���W�T�I�G�M�½�I�W���X�L�I��
�V�Y�P�I�W���X�L�E�X���Q�Y�W�X���F�I���V�I�W�T�I�G�X�I�H���M�R���E�T�T�P�]�M�R�K��
these principles.14 It contains no rules 
�H�I�½�R�M�R�K���X�L�I���P�I�K�E�P���R�E�X�Y�V�I���E�R�H���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W��
�J�S�V���X�L�I���G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
enterprises.  

�8�L�I���(�I�G�V�I�I���I�R�X�V�Y�W�X�W���,�%�-�'�%���[�M�X�L��
�I�\�E�Q�M�R�M�R�K���E�T�T�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W���J�S�V���P�M�G�I�R�G�I�W���X�S��
create and operate:

• �� �E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W���I�R�X�I�V�T�V�M�W�I�W����
and

• �� �E�W�W�S�G�M�E�X�M�Z�I���R�S�X���J�S�V���T�V�S�½�X���V�E�H�M�S���W�X�E�X�M�S�R�W��
�E�R�H���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���G�L�E�R�R�I�P�W�����E�R�H���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R��
�E�W�W�S�G�M�E�X�M�S�R�W���G�V�I�E�X�I�H���E�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S��
�G�Y�V�V�I�R�X���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R����

It states that a fee is payable when a 
�P�M�G�I�R�G�I���M�W���K�V�E�R�X�I�H�����X�L�I���E�Q�S�Y�R�X���S�J���[�L�M�G�L��
�M�W���½�\�I�H���F�]���,�%�-�'�%���M�R���G�S�R�W�Y�P�X�E�X�M�S�R���[�M�X�L��
�X�L�I���3�2�8���E�R�H���X�L�I���%�K�I�R�G�I���2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�I��
�H�I�W���*�V�q�U�Y�I�R�G�I�W�����2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���*�V�I�U�Y�I�R�G�M�I�W��
�%�K�I�R�G�]�
�����E�R�H���X�L�E�X���P�M�G�I�R�G�I�W���Q�E�]���F�I��
transferred to third parties only in 
extraordinary cases, and with the 
�E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X���S�J���,�%�-�'�%�����%�V�X�M�G�P�I�������
��

�8�L�I�V�I���M�W���E���H�E�R�K�I�V���X�L�I�V�I�J�S�V�I���X�L�E�X���E�R�S�X�L�I�V��
�E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�]���G�S�Y�P�H���M�R���I�J�J�I�G�X���S�Z�I�V�V�Y�P�I��
�,�%�-�'�%���M�R���S�V�H�I�V���X�S���T�V�I�Z�I�R�X���E���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P�P�]��
or otherwise undesirable channel from 

�F�I�M�R�K���W�I�X���Y�T�����&�I�J�S�V�I���,�%�-�'�%�����X�L�I���½�V�W�X��
�T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���V�E�H�M�S���W�X�E�X�M�S�R�W���E�R�H���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R��
channels were authorised by the 
decision of the Tunisian prime minister 
�S�R���X�L�I���E�H�Z�M�G�I���S�J���-�2�6�-�'�����8�L�I���[�S�V�H�M�R�K��
of Decree No. 211-116 leads one to 
�G�S�R�G�P�Y�H�I���X�L�E�X���,�%�-�'�%���H�S�I�W���R�S�X���M�X�W�I�P�J��
�H�I�G�M�H�I���S�R���X�L�I���K�V�E�R�X�M�R�K���S�J���X�L�I���P�M�G�I�R�G�I����
it merely examines the case for it. 
�,�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����E���V�I�G�I�R�X���H�I�G�M�W�M�S�R���F�]���,�%�-�'�%��
�½�\�I�W���X�L�I���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W���J�S�V���K�V�E�R�X�M�R�K���E��
�P�M�G�I�R�G�I���X�S���G�V�I�E�X�I���E�R�H���S�T�I�V�E�X�I���E���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���G�L�E�R�R�I�P���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E��15 

�'�V�I�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���E���R�I�[���G�L�E�R�R�I�P���H�I�T�I�R�H�W���S�R��
�F�I�M�R�K���K�V�E�R�X�I�H���E���P�M�G�I�R�G�I���F�]���,�%�-�'�%�����8�L�I��
�T�S�X�I�R�X�M�E�P���S�T�I�V�E�X�S�V���Q�E�]���F�I���E���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�M�R�H�M�Z�M�H�Y�E�P���S�V���E���G�S�Q�T�E�R�]���W�Y�F�N�I�G�X���X�S��
Tunisian law and the candidate must 
be a Tunisian resident and national. 
�8�L�I���P�M�G�I�R�G�I���M�W���K�V�E�R�X�I�H���X�S���X�L�I���T�V�S�T�S�W�I�H��
�S�T�I�V�E�X�S�V���S�V���J�S�Y�R�H�I�V�W���S�J���X�L�I���X�V�E�H�M�R�K��
company. When it is a public limited 
�G�S�Q�T�E�R�]�����X�L�I���W�L�E�V�I�L�S�P�H�I�V�W���L�S�P�H�M�R�K���X�L�I��
licence undertake not to sell or trade 
�X�L�I�M�V���W�L�E�V�I�W���M�R���X�L�I���½�V�W�X���X�L�V�I�I���]�I�E�V�W���S�J��
operation. 

 13�����%�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S���%�V�X�M�G�P�I�������S�J���X�L�M�W���P�E�[�����X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X�W���E�R�H���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q�W���Q�I�R�X�M�S�R�I�H���M�R���%�V�X�M�G�P�I�W�������E�R�H�������E�V�I���I�\�I�V�G�M�W�I�H���S�R���X�L�I���F�E�W�M�W���S�J���X�L�I���J�S�P�P�S�[�M�R�K���T�V�M�R�G�M�T�P�I�W�����V�I�W�T�I�G�X���J�S�V���M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P��
�G�S�R�Z�I�R�X�M�S�R�W���E�R�H���E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X�W���V�I�P�E�X�M�R�K���X�S���L�Y�Q�E�R���V�M�K�L�X�W���E�R�H���T�Y�F�P�M�G���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q�W�����J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R�����I�U�Y�E�P�M�X�]�����T�P�Y�V�E�P�M�W�Q���S�J���X�L�I���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R���S�J���M�H�I�E�W���E�R�H���S�T�M�R�M�S�R�W�����S�F�N�I�G�X�M�Z�M�X�]��
and transparency.

 14�����%�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S���%�V�X�M�G�P�I�������S�J���X�L�M�W���P�E�[�����X�L�I���E�T�T�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I�W�I���T�V�M�R�G�M�T�P�I�W���M�W���W�Y�F�N�I�G�X���X�S���V�Y�P�I�W���S�R���V�I�W�T�I�G�X���J�S�V���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X�W���S�J���S�X�L�I�V�W���S�V���X�L�I�M�V���V�I�T�Y�X�E�X�M�S�R�����E�R�H���M�R���T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�����V�I�W�T�I�G�X���J�S�V��
�X�L�I���H�M�K�R�M�X�]���S�J���X�L�I���M�R�H�M�Z�M�H�Y�E�P���E�R�H���X�L�I�M�V���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���P�M�J�I�����V�I�W�T�I�G�X���J�S�V���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���F�I�P�M�I�J�����T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���G�L�M�P�H�����T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���S�J���R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���W�I�G�Y�V�M�X�]���E�R�H���T�Y�F�P�M�G���S�V�H�I�V�����T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���S�J���T�Y�F�P�M�G��
�L�I�E�P�X�L�����X�L�I���I�R�G�S�Y�V�E�K�I�Q�I�R�X���S�J���G�Y�P�X�Y�V�I���E�R�H���T�V�S�H�Y�G�X�M�S�R���M�R���Q�E�X�X�I�V�W���S�J���R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��

15�����(�I�G�M�W�M�S�R���F�]���X�L�I���,�E�Y�X�I���%�Y�X�S�V�M�X�q���M�R�H�q�T�I�R�H�E�R�X�I���H�I���P�E���'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���%�Y�H�M�S�Z�M�W�Y�I�P�P�I���2�S���������S�J���������������H�E�X�I�H�������1�E�V�G�L���������������S�R���X�L�I���T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�I�V�Q�W���E�R�H���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W���½�\�M�R�K��
�X�L�I���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W���J�S�V���K�V�E�R�X�M�R�K���E���P�M�G�I�R�G�I���X�S���G�V�I�E�X�I���E�R�H���S�T�I�V�E�X�I���E�R���E�W�W�S�G�M�E�X�M�Z�I���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���G�L�E�R�R�I�P���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E��

�-�R���X�L�I���Q�E�M�R�����X�L�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���G�S�Z�I�V�M�R�K���X�L�I���Z�E�V�M�S�Y�W���H�M�J�J�I�V�I�R�X���Q�I�H�M�E��
�G�L�E�R�R�I�P�W���M�W���W�Y�T�T�S�V�X�M�Z�I���S�J���J�V�I�I���E�R�H���H�I�Q�S�G�V�E�X�M�G���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R����
�E�P�X�L�S�Y�K�L���X�L�I���W�X�E�X�I���Q�I�H�M�E���Q�S�R�S�T�S�P�]���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�I�H���M�R�������������L�E�W���]�I�X��
�X�S���F�I���S�J�½�G�M�E�P�P�]���V�I�T�I�E�P�I�H����

�8�L�I���R�I�[���G�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P���E�R�H���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I��
�W�]�W�X�I�Q���I�R�K�E�K�I�W���X�L�I���P�E�R�H�W�G�E�T�I���M�R���E��
�X�V�Y�I���H�]�R�E�Q�M�G���S�J���G�L�E�R�K�I�������F�Y�X���M�X���V�I�Q�E�M�R�W��
incomplete and under assault, pulled in 
different directions. 



�*�Y�V�X�L�I�V���Q�E�N�S�V���M�R�R�S�Z�E�X�M�S�R�W���M�R���T�S�W�X��
�V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�E�V�]���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�R�G�P�Y�H�I���P�I�K�E�P��
�T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�M�R�K���X�L�I���T�P�Y�V�E�P�M�W�Q��
of companies and transparency of 
�T�V�I�W�W���S�V�K�E�R�M�W�E�X�M�S�R�W�����)�E�G�L���I�H�M�X�M�S�R���S�J���E��
periodical must publish information 
on the owners.16���%���½�R�I���S�J�������¯��������
Tunisian dinars is payable for each 
�I�H�M�X�M�S�R���T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�I�H���M�R���G�S�R�X�V�E�Z�I�R�X�M�S�R���S�J��
these rules.

4.3.1. Provisions relating to 
pluralism 
�;�M�X�L���E���Z�M�I�[���X�S���T�V�I�W�I�V�Z�M�R�K���T�P�Y�V�E�P�M�W�Q���M�R��
the press, Article 33 of Decree 115-
2011 limits the number of different 
�T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P�W�����M�R���X�I�V�Q�W���S�J���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I���E�R�H��
publication frequency, that may be 
�S�[�R�I�H���F�]���E���W�M�R�K�P�I���T�I�V�W�S�R�����8�L�I���T�V�M�R�X�M�R�K��
�S�J���T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P�W���S�[�R�I�H���F�]���E���W�M�R�K�P�I���T�I�V�W�S�R��
�Q�Y�W�X���R�S�X���I�\�G�I�I�H�������	���S�J���X�L�I���X�S�X�E�P��
�T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�M�W���G�E�X�I�K�S�V�]���T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�I�H���M�R��
Tunisia. 

It is similarly prohibited to acquire or 
�S�X�L�I�V�[�M�W�I���H�S�Q�M�R�E�X�I���E���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P��
information periodical if this acquisition 
could cause the purchaser to possess 
or dominate, directly or indirectly, 
�K�I�R�I�V�E�P���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P�W���[�L�S�W�I��
�T�V�M�R�X�M�R�K���I�\�G�I�I�H�W�������	���S�J���X�L�I���X�S�X�E�P���S�J���X�L�M�W��
�G�E�X�I�K�S�V�]�����%�R�]�S�R�I���T�P�E�R�R�M�R�K���X�S���X�V�E�R�W�J�I�V��
�S�V���E�G�U�Y�M�V�I���Q�E�N�S�V�M�X�]���S�[�R�I�V�W�L�M�T�����E�P�P�S�[�M�R�K��
�X�L�I�Q���I�J�J�I�G�X�M�Z�I�P�]���X�S���H�S�Q�M�R�E�X�I���E�R�]��
�I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X���F�]���T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�M�R�K���E���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P��
�E�R�H���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P�����Q�Y�W�X��
declare this to the competition board. 
�8�L�I���Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���E�R�]���S�J���X�L�I�W�I���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W��
�M�W���T�Y�R�M�W�L�E�F�P�I���F�]���E���½�R�I���S�J���������������¯
100,000 dinars. 

4.3.2. The right to be informed and 
have access to information 
The corollary of press freedom is 
�X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X���X�S���F�I���M�R�J�S�V�Q�I�H���E�R�H���L�E�Z�I��
access to information. Tunisia has seen 
�I�\�X�V�I�Q�I�P�]���T�S�W�M�X�M�Z�I���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�W���M�R���X�L�M�W��

�E�V�I�E�����8�L�I���R�I�[���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�W��
for this in Article 31 and, unlike the 
�1�S�V�S�G�G�E�R���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�����J�S�V���I�\�E�Q�T�P�I����
this fundamental law enshrines the 
�V�M�K�L�X���S�J���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���W�S�G�M�E�P���R�I�X�[�S�V�O�W���E�R�H��
�I�R�G�S�Y�V�E�K�I�W���X�L�I���W�X�E�X�I���X�S���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���X�L�I��
same.  

�4�V�I�Z�M�S�Y�W�P�]�����(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S���������������������S�J��
26 May 2011, adopted just a few 
�Q�S�R�X�L�W���E�J�X�I�V���X�L�I���.�E�W�Q�M�R�I���6�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R����
�L�E�H���T�V�S�Q�S�X�I�H���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X���S�J���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S��
�E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�Z�I���H�S�G�Y�Q�I�R�X�W���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�����8�L�I��
�P�E�[���[�E�W���W�Y�T�T�P�I�Q�I�R�X�I�H�����[�M�X�L���E���Z�M�I�[���X�S��
�W�X�V�I�R�K�X�L�I�R�M�R�K���X�L�M�W���V�M�K�L�X�����X�L�V�S�Y�K�L���X�L�I��
�I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X���S�J���E���Q�S�V�I���V�I�W�X�V�M�G�X�M�Z�I��
system of exceptions,���� and the partial 
�I�R�E�G�X�Q�I�R�X���S�J���E���X�[�S���]�I�E�V���K�V�E�G�I���T�I�V�M�S�H��
for its implementation.

4.3.3. Freedom of the electronic 
press
�8�L�I�V�I���M�W���R�S���R�I�[���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���X�L�E�X���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�P�]��
relates to internet freedoms, but the 
�J�V�I�I�^�M�R�K���S�J���X�L�I���E�G�X�M�Z�M�X�M�I�W���S�J���X�L�I���%�8�-���E�R�H��
�X�L�I���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���X�I�V�Q�W���Y�W�I�H���M�R���%�V�X�M�G�P�I�������[�M�X�L��
�V�I�K�E�V�H���X�S���T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W���� and periodicals���� 
�W�Y�K�K�I�W�X���X�L�E�X���M�R�X�I�V�R�I�X���T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�M�R�K���M�W���W�Y�F�N�I�G�X��
to the same laws as the print media. 
�,�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����X�L�I���G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R���F�]���(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S����
���������������������S�J�������2�S�Z�I�Q�F�I�V�������������S�J���X�L�I��
�%�K�I�R�G�I���8�I�G�L�R�M�U�Y�I���H�I�W���8�I�P�I�G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W��
���2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���8�I�P�I�G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W���%�K�I�R�G�]�
���L�E�W��
raised alarm bells about a possible return 
to control and censorship of the internet. 
�8�L�M�W���R�I�[���E�K�I�R�G�]���[�E�W���W�I�X���Y�T���X�S���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I��
�±�X�I�G�L�R�M�G�E�P���W�Y�T�T�S�V�X���J�S�V���P�I�K�E�P���M�R�Z�I�W�X�M�K�E�X�M�S�R�W��
�M�R�X�S���G�V�M�Q�I�W���M�R�Z�S�P�Z�M�R�K���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H��
communication systems”. 

The corollary of press freedom is the 
�V�M�K�L�X���X�S���F�I���M�R�J�S�V�Q�I�H���E�R�H���L�E�Z�I���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S��
information. Tunisia has seen extremely 
�T�S�W�M�X�M�Z�I���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�W���M�R���X�L�M�W���E�V�I�E����
�M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K���Y�R�H�I�V���%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������S�J���X�L�I�� 
�R�I�[���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R����
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4.2. THE ASSIGNMENT OF RADIO 
FREQUENCIES IN THE NEW 
LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY 
SYSTEM  
�6�E�H�M�S���J�V�I�U�Y�I�R�G�M�I�W���E�V�I���K�V�E�R�X�I�H���X�S���E�Y�H�M�S��
�Z�M�W�Y�E�P���I�R�X�I�V�T�V�M�W�I�W���E�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S���X�L�I��
National Radio Frequencies Plan in co-
�S�V�H�M�R�E�X�M�S�R���[�M�X�L���,�%�-�'�%���E�R�H���E�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S��
�X�L�I���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���S�J���%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������S�J���(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S����
�������������������S�J�������2�S�Z�I�Q�F�I�V���������������,�%�-�'�%��
�M�R�Z�I�W�X�M�K�E�X�I�W���E�T�T�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W���J�S�V���J�V�I�U�Y�I�R�G�M�I�W��
and decides whether or not to award 
�X�L�I�Q���M�R���G�S���S�V�H�M�R�E�X�M�S�R���[�M�X�L���X�L�I���%�K�I�R�G�I��
�2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�I���H�I�W���*�V�q�U�Y�I�R�G�I�W�����-�X���M�W���X�L�I���%�K�I�R�G�I��
�2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�I���H�I�W���*�V�q�U�Y�I�R�G�I�W���X�L�E�X���E�G�X�Y�E�P�P�]��
allocates frequencies to newly licensed 
�E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���S�T�I�V�E�X�S�V�W�����[�L�I�V�I�E�W���,�%�-�'�%��
�M�W���V�I�W�T�S�R�W�M�F�P�I�����Z�M�E���%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������S�J���,�%�-�'�%��
�(�I�G�M�W�M�S�R���2�S���������S�J�����������
���J�S�V���X�L�I���X�I�G�L�R�M�G�E�P��
�S�F�P�M�K�E�X�M�S�R�W���X�L�E�X���X�L�I���S�T�I�V�E�X�S�V���S�J���E�R���E�Y�H�M�S��
�Z�M�W�Y�E�P���I�R�X�I�V�T�V�M�W�I���Q�Y�W�X���Q�I�I�X����

�8�L�M�W���H�Y�E�P���E�K�I�R�G�]���E�T�T�V�S�E�G�L���H�S�I�W���R�S�X��
�E�T�T�I�E�V���X�S���I�R�G�S�Y�V�E�K�I���V�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���E�R�H���I�J�½�G�M�I�R�X��
use of the frequency spectrum and 
�R�S�V���H�S�I�W���M�X���W�I�V�Z�I���X�L�I���M�R�H�I�T�I�R�H�I�R�G�I���S�J��
�,�%�-�'�%���E�W���X�L�I���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�S�V�]���F�S�H�]���S�J���X�L�M�W��
�W�I�G�X�S�V�����W�M�R�G�I�����F�]���R�S�X���E�P�P�S�[�M�R�K���M�X���X�S���G�S�R�X�V�S�P��

�J�V�I�U�Y�I�R�G�]���E�P�P�S�G�E�X�M�S�R�����M�X���H�I�T�V�M�Z�I�W���M�X���S�J��
�E���W�M�K�R�M�½�G�E�R�X���P�I�Z�I�V���J�S�V���M�R�¾�Y�I�R�G�M�R�K���E�R�H��
�G�S�R�X�V�S�P�P�M�R�K���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���S�T�I�V�E�X�S�V�W��
under its jurisdiction. The Moroccan 
�P�E�[���S�R���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W��
���0�E�[���2�S���������������
���E�Z�S�M�H�I�H���X�L�M�W���H�Y�E�P�M�X�]���S�J��
�Q�E�R�E�K�I�Q�I�R�X���S�J���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���J�V�I�U�Y�I�R�G�M�I�W��
�F�]���L�E�Z�M�R�K���E���W�M�R�K�P�I���F�S�H�]���X�S���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�W�I���E�R�H��
control the operation of frequencies and 
�G�S�P�P�I�G�X���X�L�I���G�S�V�V�I�W�T�S�R�H�M�R�K���J�I�I�W����

4.3. FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AND 
PUBLICATIONS 
�(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S�����������������������S�J�������2�S�Z�I�Q�F�I�V��
�����������G�S�Z�I�V�W���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���X�L�I���T�V�I�W�W����
�%�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S���%�V�X�M�G�P�I�����������±�T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���S�J��
any periodical is free, without a need for 
prior authorisation, without prejudice to 
respect for the declaration procedures 
�W�I�X���S�Y�X���M�R���%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������S�J���X�L�M�W���H�I�G�V�I�I���P�E�[���²

�8�L�I���(�I�G�V�I�I���E�P�W�S���W�T�I�G�M�½�I�W�����J�S�V���V�I�E�W�S�R�W���S�J��
editorial responsibility, that:

• �� �E�P�P���T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P�W���Q�Y�W�X���L�E�Z�I���E���V�I�W�T�S�R�W�M�F�P�I��
director who is Tunisian, an adult, able to 
�I�\�I�V�G�M�W�I���L�M�W���L�I�V���G�M�Z�M�P���E�R�H���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P���V�M�K�L�X�W��
�E�R�H���L�E�Z�M�R�K���E���O�R�S�[�R���H�S�Q�M�G�M�P�I���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E��

•  when the periodical is published by a 

�P�I�K�E�P���I�R�X�M�X�]���X�L�I���H�M�V�I�G�X�S�V���Q�Y�W�X���F�I���G�L�S�W�I�R����
as applicable, from the members of the 
�Q�E�R�E�K�I�Q�I�R�X���F�S�H�]��

•  when the periodical is published by a 
�T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���M�R�H�M�Z�M�H�Y�E�P�����X�L�M�W���T�I�V�W�S�R���Q�Y�W�X���F�I���X�L�I��
publication director;

•  when the director of the periodical 
�F�I�R�I�½�X�W���J�V�S�Q���E�R�]���M�Q�Q�Y�R�M�X�]���[�L�E�X�W�S�I�Z�I�V����
the periodical must choose another 
director.

�'�Y�V�V�I�R�X���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���W�L�S�[�W���E���Q�E�V�O�I�H��
�M�Q�T�V�S�Z�I�Q�I�R�X���S�R���T�V�I�W�W���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���J�V�S�Q��
�X�L�I�������������4�V�I�W�W���'�S�H�I�����-�R���T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V����
�%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������I�R�W�Y�V�I�W���X�L�E�X���X�L�I���T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���S�J��
national periodicals is subject to a more 
transparent prior declaration procedure 
�X�L�E�X���M�W���P�I�W�W���G�S�R�H�Y�G�M�Z�I���X�S���±�M�R�Z�M�W�M�F�P�I��
censorship” by the state. 

�8�L�I���T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���H�M�V�I�G�X�S�V���½�P�I�W���E���[�V�M�X�X�I�R��
declaration of content to the local 
�N�Y�H�M�G�M�E�V�]�����[�L�M�G�L���X�L�I�]���E�G�O�R�S�[�P�I�H�K�I�����-�J���J�S�V��
some reason they do not issue a receipt, 
�R�S�X�M�½�G�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���H�I�G�P�E�V�E�X�M�S�R���G�E�R���F�I��
�Q�E�H�I���F�]���V�I�K�M�W�X�I�V�I�H���X�L�I���Q�E�M�P���E�R�H���T�V�S�S�J���S�J��
�T�S�W�X�E�K�I���W�I�V�Z�I�W���E�W���E���Z�E�P�M�H���V�I�G�I�M�T�X���S�J���X�L�I��
declaration.

 16�����%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������¯���%�R�]���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X���T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�M�R�K���E���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P���Q�Y�W�X���T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�����M�R���I�E�G�L���I�H�M�X�M�S�R�����X�L�I���R�E�Q�I�W���E�R�H���W�Y�V�R�E�Q�I�W���S�J���X�L�I���R�E�X�Y�V�E�P�M�W�I�H���T�I�V�W�S�R�W���X�L�E�X���S�[�R���M�X�����M�J���X�L�I��
�I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X���P�E�G�O�W���P�I�K�E�P���T�I�V�W�S�R�E�P�M�X�]�������X�L�I���J�S�V�Q���S�J���X�L�I���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X�����M�X�W���G�S�V�T�S�V�E�X�I���T�Y�V�T�S�W�I�����M�X�W���G�E�T�M�X�E�P�����M�X�W���V�I�K�M�W�X�I�V�I�H���E�H�H�V�I�W�W�����X�L�I���R�E�Q�I���S�J���M�X�W���P�I�K�E�P���V�I�T�V�I�W�I�R�X�E�X�M�Z�I�����X�L�I���R�E�Q�I�W���S�J

���� �������X�L�I���X�L�V�I�I���Q�E�M�R���W�L�E�V�I�L�S�P�H�I�V�W���E�R�H���M�X�W���P�I�K�E�P���X�I�V�Q�����M�R���X�L�I���I�Z�I�R�X���X�L�E�X���X�L�M�W���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X���M�W���E���P�I�K�E�P���I�R�X�M�X�]�����X�L�I���R�E�Q�I���S�J���X�L�I���Q�E�R�E�K�M�R�K���H�M�V�I�G�X�S�V���E�R�H���X�L�I���I�H�M�X�S�V�M�E�P���H�M�V�I�G�X�S�V�����X�L�I��
    number of copies of each publication.
 ���������8�L�I���P�E�[���W�I�X�W���S�Y�X���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X���X�S���V�I�J�Y�W�I���X�L�I���T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���E���H�S�G�Y�Q�I�R�X���S�R���X�L�I���F�E�W�M�W���S�J���X�L�I���P�I�K�E�P���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���S�J���T�I�V�W�S�R�E�P���H�E�X�E�����X�L�I���Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���P�M�X�I�V�E�V�]���E�R�H���E�V�X�M�W�X�M�G���V�M�K�L�X�W�����X�L�I��

�H�I�G�M�W�M�S�R���S�J���E���G�S�Y�V�X���S�V���[�L�I�R���E���H�S�G�Y�Q�I�R�X���L�E�W���F�I�I�R���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�H���X�S���E���T�Y�F�P�M�G���F�S�H�]���S�R���E���G�S�R�½�H�I�R�X�M�E�P���F�E�W�M�W�����-�X���E�P�W�S���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�W�����M�R���%�V�X�M�G�P�I�����������S�X�L�I�V���I�\�G�I�T�X�M�S�R�W���[�L�I�V�I���X�L�I���T�Y�F�P�M�G��
�F�S�H�]���Q�E�]���V�I�J�Y�W�I���X�S���H�M�W�G�P�S�W�I���E���H�S�G�Y�Q�I�R�X�����T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�P�]���[�L�I�R���M�X���Q�E�]���F�I���T�V�I�N�Y�H�M�G�M�E�P�����X�S�����V�I�P�E�X�M�S�R�W���F�I�X�[�I�I�R���W�X�E�X�I�W���S�V���M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���S�V�K�E�R�M�W�E�X�M�S�R�W�����X�L�I���J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���S�V���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X��
�S�J���E�R���I�J�J�I�G�X�M�Z�I���K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���T�S�P�M�G�]�����R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���W�I�G�Y�V�M�X�]���S�V���H�I�J�I�R�G�I�����G�V�M�Q�M�R�E�P���H�I�X�I�G�X�M�S�R�����T�V�I�Z�I�R�X�M�S�R���S�V���M�R�Z�I�W�X�M�K�E�X�M�S�R�����X�L�I���E�V�V�I�W�X���S�J���E�R�H���P�I�K�E�P���E�G�X�M�S�R���E�K�E�M�R�W�X���X�L�I���E�G�G�Y�W�I�H�����X�L�I��
�E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���N�Y�W�X�M�G�I�����V�I�W�T�I�G�X���J�S�V���X�L�I���V�Y�P�I�W���S�J���J�E�M�V�R�I�W�W���E�R�H���X�L�I���X�V�E�R�W�T�E�V�I�R�G�]���S�J���T�Y�F�P�M�G���T�V�S�G�Y�V�I�Q�I�R�X���T�V�S�G�I�H�Y�V�I�W�����T�V�S�G�I�W�W�I�W���S�J���H�I�P�M�F�I�V�E�X�M�S�R�W�����I�\�G�L�E�R�K�I�W���S�J���S�T�M�R�M�S�R���E�R�H��
�T�S�M�R�X�W���S�J���Z�M�I�[�����I�\�E�Q�M�R�E�X�M�S�R�W�����X�I�W�X�W���S�V���P�I�K�M�X�M�Q�E�X�I���G�S�Q�Q�I�V�G�M�E�P���S�V���½�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���M�R�X�I�V�I�W�X�W���S�J���X�L�I���T�Y�F�P�M�G���F�S�H�]���M�R���U�Y�I�W�X�M�S�R��

 ���������8�L�I���X�I�V�Q���±�T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W�²���V�I�J�I�V�W���X�S���E�P�P���T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W���Q�E�H�I���E�Z�E�M�P�E�F�P�I���X�S���X�L�I���T�Y�F�P�M�G���M�R���[�L�E�X�I�Z�I�V���J�S�V�Q��
 ���������8�L�I���X�I�V�Q���±�T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P�W�²���V�I�J�I�V�W���X�S���E�P�P���T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P���T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W�����[�L�E�X�I�Z�I�V���X�L�I�M�V���J�S�V�Q�����T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�I�H���Y�R�H�I�V���E���W�M�R�K�P�I���X�M�X�P�I�����E�X���J�V�I�U�Y�I�R�X���S�V���H�M�W�X�E�R�X���M�R�X�I�V�Z�E�P�W�����I�Z�I�R���M�R���E�R���M�V�V�I�K�Y�P�E�V���Q�E�R�R�I�V�����E�W��

�P�S�R�K���E�W���X�L�M�W���S�G�G�Y�V�W���S�Z�I�V���E�R���M�R�H�I�X�I�V�Q�M�R�E�X�I���T�I�V�M�S�H�����E�R�H���X�L�I�M�V���I�H�M�X�M�S�R�W���E�V�I���G�S�R�W�I�G�Y�X�M�Z�I�����±�4�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P�W�²���M�W�����Y�R�H�I�V�W�X�S�S�H���X�S���Q�I�E�R�����M�R���T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�����H�E�M�P�]�����X�[�M�G�I���[�I�I�O�P�]���E�R�H���F�M���Q�S�R�X�L�P�]��
�R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�W�����Q�E�K�E�^�M�R�I�W�����T�V�M�R�X�I�H���S�V���M�P�P�Y�W�X�V�E�X�I�H���T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P�W���E�R�H���V�I�Z�M�I�[�W��



5. MEDIA FINANCING 

may not be broadcast with or without 
a counter-opinion, and political parties 
�E�V�I���F�E�R�R�I�H���J�V�S�Q���W�T�S�R�W�S�V�M�R�K���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R��
�T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W����

• �� �X�L�I�V�I���M�W���E���F�E�R���S�R���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���Q�M�P�M�X�E�V�]��
equipment and other prohibited products 
such as tobacco, charlatanism and 
�G�P�E�M�V�Z�S�]�E�R�G�I��

• �� �E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���W�T�S�X�W���Q�Y�W�X���L�E�Z�I���X�L�I���W�E�Q�I��
�W�S�Y�R�H���P�I�Z�I�P�W���E�W���S�X�L�I�V���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W��

• �� �E�H�Z�I�V�X�W���W�L�S�Y�P�H���W�L�S�[���V�I�W�T�I�G�X���J�S�V��
�G�S�R�W�Y�Q�I�V�W���[�L�E�X�I�Z�I�V���X�L�I�M�V���W�S�G�M�E�P���E�R�H��
�G�Y�P�X�Y�V�E�P���P�I�Z�I�P�����E�R�H���V�I�J�V�E�M�R���J�V�S�Q���W�I�I�O�M�R�K���X�S��
�M�R�¾�Y�I�R�G�I���X�L�I�M�V���H�I�G�M�W�M�S�R�W��

• �� �Q�M�W�P�I�E�H�M�R�K���E�H�Z�I�V�X�W���W�L�S�Y�P�H���R�S�X���F�I��
broadcast;

• �� �E�P�P���E�H�Z�I�V�X�W���Q�Y�W�X���G�S�Q�T�P�]���[�M�X�L���G�S�H�I�W���S�J��
�I�X�L�M�G�W�����V�I�W�T�I�G�X���L�Y�Q�E�R���H�M�K�R�M�X�]���E�R�H���E�Z�S�M�H��
�E�R�]���J�S�V�Q���S�J���I�\�G�P�Y�W�M�S�R�����M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K���I�\�G�P�Y�W�M�S�R��
�H�Y�I���X�S���T�V�S�Z�I�R�E�R�G�I�����V�I�P�M�K�M�S�R�����K�I�R�H�I�V�����E�K�I��
or disability; 

• �� �X�L�I���S�F�P�M�K�E�X�M�S�R���X�S���M�R�J�S�V�Q���Z�M�I�[�I�V�W���S�J��
�T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W���X�L�E�X���E�V�I���W�T�S�R�W�S�V�I�H�����E�X���X�L�I��
�F�I�K�M�R�R�M�R�K���E�R�H���I�R�H���S�J���X�L�I���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���W�T�S�X����
�J�S�V���E���T�I�V�M�S�H���S�J���½�Z�I���W�I�G�S�R�H�W�����[�M�X�L�S�Y�X���X�L�M�W��
�T�I�V�M�S�H���I�\�G�I�I�H�M�R�K���W�I�Z�I�R���W�I�G�S�R�H�W��

• �� �X�L�I���S�F�P�M�K�E�X�M�S�R���X�S���V�I�W�T�I�G�X���X�L�I���M�R�X�I�P�P�I�G�X�Y�E�P��
�T�V�S�T�I�V�X�]���V�M�K�L�X�W���S�J���S�X�L�I�V�W���M�R���X�L�I���I�Z�I�R�X��
�X�L�E�X���X�L�I�M�V���G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R�����R�E�Q�I���S�V���M�Q�E�K�I�W���E�V�I��
�I�\�T�P�S�M�X�I�H���M�R���E�R���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�I�Q�I�R�X��

5.2. FINANCING OF THE PRINTED 
PRESS 

5.2.1. Material state support
�*�V�S�Q�������������X�L�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���W�X�E�X�I���H�I�G�M�H�I�H��
�X�S���K�V�E�R�X���W�Y�F�W�M�H�M�I�W���X�S���R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�W��
of the political parties represented 
�M�R���X�L�I���'�L�E�Q�F�I�V���S�J���(�I�T�Y�X�M�I�W�����8�L�I�W�I��
�R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�W���E�P�W�S���F�I�R�I�½�X�I�H���J�V�S�Q���E��
�W�L�E�V�I���S�J���T�Y�F�P�M�G���W�I�G�X�S�V���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K�����X�L�I��
amount of which depended on their 
�P�I�Z�I�P���S�J���P�S�]�E�P�X�]���X�S�[�E�V�H�W���X�L�I���V�I�K�M�Q�I�����-�R��
�E�H�H�M�X�M�S�R�����P�E�V�K�I���W�Y�F�W�M�H�M�I�W���[�I�V�I���T�E�M�H���X�S��
certain periodicals published in Tunisia 
and abroad without any requirement 
for disclosure.24  

�8�L�I���Q�E�X�I�V�M�E�P���W�Y�T�T�S�V�X���V�I�K�Y�P�E�V�P�]���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�H��
by the Tunisian state to the press now 
�G�S�R�W�M�W�X�W���S�J���T�V�S�H�Y�G�X�M�S�R���E�M�H�����Q�E�M�R�P�]���X�L�V�S�Y�K�L��
�W�Y�F�W�M�H�M�I�W���J�S�V���T�V�M�R�X�M�R�K���Z�M�E���X�L�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R��
�8�V�E�H�I���3�J�½�G�I�����[�L�M�G�L���M�Q�T�S�V�X�W���X�L�I���T�E�T�I�V��
and sells it to press enterprises at a cost 
below the import price then exempts it 
�J�V�S�Q���:�E�P�Y�I���%�H�H�I�H���8�E�\�����:�%�8�
���E�R�H���M�Q�T�S�V�X��
�X�E�\�����G�Y�V�V�I�R�X�P�]���W�I�X���E�X�������	�
��

�8�L�M�W���M�W���S�R�I���S�J���X�L�I���J�I�[���F�I�R�I�½�X�W���X�L�E�X���X�L�I��
�8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���W�X�E�X�I���K�V�E�R�X�W���X�S���R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�W�����8�L�I��
�Q�E�M�R���H�E�M�P�]���R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�W���F�I�R�I�½�X���X�L�I���Q�S�W�X����
�F�I�G�E�Y�W�I���X�L�I�]���M�Q�T�S�V�X���P�E�V�K�I���U�Y�E�R�X�M�X�M�I�W���S�J��
�T�E�T�I�V���E�R�H���L�E�Z�I���Q�E�R�E�K�I�Q�I�R�X���T�V�S�G�I�H�Y�V�I�W��
in place to deal with the processes 
�M�R�Z�S�P�Z�I�H���M�R���E�G�G�I�T�X�M�R�K���[�M�X�L���W�X�E�X�I���W�Y�F�W�M�H�M�I�W����

5.2.2. Advertising 
�8�L�I���H�M�W�X�V�M�F�Y�X�M�S�R���S�J���T�Y�F�P�M�G���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K��
also represents a tool for the state 
�E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�M�I�W���X�S���L�I�P�T���R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�W�����&�I�J�S�V�I��
�����������Q�M�R�M�W�X�I�V�W�����I�R�X�I�V�T�V�M�W�I�W�����T�Y�F�P�M�G��
establishments and local authorities 
�I�R�X�V�Y�W�X�I�H���X�L�I�M�V���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���X�S���X�L�I��
�R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�W���[�M�X�L���X�L�I���P�E�V�K�I�W�X���E�Y�H�M�I�R�G�I����
�-�R�������������E���Q�E�R�M�J�I�W�X�P�]���Y�R�J�E�M�V���G�L�E�R�K�I���[�E�W��
�Q�E�H�I���X�S���X�L�M�W���W�]�W�X�I�Q���Z�M�E���E���G�M�V�G�Y�P�E�V���[�L�M�G�L��
�I�R�X�V�Y�W�X�I�H���X�L�I���%�K�I�R�G�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�I�R�R�I���H�I��
�'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���)�\�X�q�V�M�I�Y�V�I�����%�8�'�)�
��
�[�M�X�L���H�M�W�X�V�M�F�Y�X�M�R�K���X�L�M�W���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K�����8�L�Y�W��
�X�L�I���H�M�W�X�V�M�F�Y�X�M�S�R���S�J���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���F�I�G�E�Q�I���E��
tool for the state authorities to reward 
�R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�W���J�E�Z�S�Y�V�E�F�P�I���X�S���X�L�I���V�I�K�M�Q�I��
�E�R�H���T�Y�R�M�W�L���S�X�L�I�V�W�����8�L�M�W���L�E�H���S�F�Z�M�S�Y�W��
repercussions for the distribution of 
�T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���W�I�G�X�S�V���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K�����E�W���X�L�I�W�I��
�E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�I�V�W���E�Z�S�M�H�I�H���Y�W�M�R�K���R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�W��
�F�S�]�G�S�X�X�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���%�8�'�)����

The new decree on press freedom 
���(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S���������������������
���V�I�J�I�V�W���X�S��
�E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���S�R�P�]���X�S���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���X�L�I��
transparency of the tariffs applied by 
�T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G�E�P�W�����%�V�X�M�G�P�I�������
�����X�S���T�V�S�X�I�G�X��
�V�I�E�H�I�V�W���J�V�S�Q���H�M�W�K�Y�M�W�I�H���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K��
���%�V�X�M�G�P�I�������
���E�R�H���X�S���T�V�I�Z�I�R�X���K�I�R�I�V�E�P��
newspapers, with the exception of the 
�T�E�V�X�M�W�E�R���T�V�I�W�W�����J�V�S�Q���M�W�W�Y�M�R�K���T�V�S�T�E�K�E�R�H�E��
�M�R���X�L�I���J�S�V�Q���S�J���E�H�Z�I�V�X�W���M�R���J�E�Z�S�Y�V���S�J��
one or other of the political parties 
�S�V���G�E�R�H�M�H�E�X�I�W���X�S���X�L�I���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���I�P�I�G�X�M�S�R�W��
���%�V�X�M�G�P�I�������
����

5.2.3. Rules guaranteeing the 
�W�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�F�\���R�I���Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U���¼�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J
Any person or company that directly or 
�M�R�H�M�V�I�G�X�P�]���L�S�P�H�W���E�X���P�I�E�W�X�������	���S�J���X�L�I���G�E�T�M�X�E�P��
�S�V���Z�S�X�M�R�K���V�M�K�L�X�W���M�R���E���R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V���T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�I�V��
must be nominated, not elected. The 
�F�S�E�V�H���S�J���H�M�V�I�G�X�S�V�W���S�V���X�L�I���W�Y�T�I�V�Z�M�W�S�V�]��
�F�S�E�V�H���Q�Y�W�X���E�T�T�V�S�Z�I���E�R�]���X�V�E�R�W�J�I�V���S�J��
shares that are part of the capital of 
�X�L�I���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X���T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�M�R�K���E���K�I�R�I�V�E�P��
�R�I�[�W�T�E�T�I�V�����-�R���X�L�I���I�Z�I�R�X���X�L�E�X���X�L�I���X�V�E�R�W�J�I�V��
or promise to transfer would lead to 
the direct or indirect appropriation 

�)�U�Y�E�P�M�X�]���S�J���S�T�T�S�V�X�Y�R�M�X�]���X�S���E�G�G�I�W�W���J�Y�R�H�M�R�K��
is a necessary condition for the creation 
�S�J���E���H�M�Z�I�V�W�I���E�R�H���Z�M�E�F�P�I���Q�I�H�M�E���W�I�G�X�S�V���½�X��
to represent the plurality of ideas and 
�Z�S�M�G�I�W���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�����8�L�M�W���M�W���[�L�]���X�L�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�Z�I��
�E�R�H���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�S�V�]���W�]�W�X�I�Q���Q�Y�W�X���J�E�Z�S�Y�V���J�E�M�V��
�E�R�H���X�V�E�R�W�T�E�V�I�R�X���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���W�Y�J�½�G�M�I�R�X���Q�I�H�M�E��
�½�R�E�R�G�M�R�K���E�R�H���T�V�I�Z�I�R�X���½�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���L�I�K�I�Q�S�R�]��
�[�M�X�L�M�R���X�L�I���W�I�G�X�S�V�����'�E�Y�K�L�X���F�I�X�[�I�I�R��
�T�V�I���V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�E�V�]���E�R�H���R�E�W�G�I�R�X���T�S�W�X��
�V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�E�V�]���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R�����8�Y�R�M�W�M�E���H�S�I�W���R�S�X��
�]�I�X���L�E�Z�I���E���G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���E�R�H���G�S�R�W�M�W�X�I�R�X���P�I�K�E�P��
�J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O���J�S�V���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���Q�I�H�M�E���½�R�E�R�G�M�R�K��

5.1. FINANCING FOR AUDIO-
VISUAL MEDIA

���������������6�W�D�W�H���D�L�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���¼�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���R�I��
audio-visual media 
�8�L�I���K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X���L�E�W���R�S�X���]�I�X���H�I�E�P�X���[�M�X�L��
�X�L�I���M�W�W�Y�I���S�J���V�I�J�S�V�Q�M�R�K���W�X�E�X�I���E�M�H���J�S�V���X�L�I��
�Q�I�H�M�E�����R�S���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���L�E�W���F�I�I�R���T�E�W�W�I�H��
�M�R���X�L�M�W���E�V�I�E���E�X���E�P�P�����8�L�I���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���V�E�H�M�S���E�R�H��
�X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���Q�I�H�M�E���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�W�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���R�I�[��
�E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�M�I�W���X�S���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E���F�I�R�I�½�X��
�J�V�S�Q���R�S���T�V�I�J�I�V�I�R�X�M�E�P���X�V�I�E�X�Q�I�R�X���V�I�K�E�V�H�M�R�K��
the import of equipment and materials. 
All imported equipment must be 
�E�T�T�V�S�Z�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���G�S�Q�T�I�X�I�R�X���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�M�I�W��20   

�3�R���X�L�I���V�I�G�S�Q�Q�I�R�H�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���-�2�6�-�'����
ONT – the public body with a 
�X�I�G�L�R�M�G�E�P���Q�S�R�S�T�S�P�]���S�Z�I�V���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S��
�Z�M�W�Y�E�P���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���R�I�X�[�S�V�O���¯���K�V�E�R�X�I�H��
the operators that were authorised 
to broadcast after 14 June 2011 an 
exemption from tariffs21���J�S�V���X�L�I���½�V�W�X���]�I�E�V��
�E�R�H���E���V�I�H�Y�G�X�M�S�R���S�J�������	���E�J�X�I�V������������22 The 
new terms and conditions established by 
�-�2�6�-�'���I�R�Z�M�W�E�K�I���E���H�M�W�X�M�R�G�X�M�S�R���F�I�M�R�K���Q�E�H�I��
between commercial and association-
based media. 

5.1.2. Advertising regulations for the 
broadcast sector 
�7�I�Z�I�V�E�P���T�V�I���V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�E�V�]���P�E�[�W���G�Y�V�V�I�R�X�P�]��
�K�S�Z�I�V�R���X�L�I���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���W�I�G�X�S�V���M�R��
�K�I�R�I�V�E�P��23���-�R���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V��
�(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S�����������������������S�R���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
�G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���W�I�X�W���S�Y�X���X�L�I���R�I�[���P�I�K�E�P��
�F�E�W�I�W���J�S�V���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K�����I�R�X�V�Y�W�X�M�R�K���,�%�-�'�%��
�[�M�X�L���X�L�I���X�E�W�O���S�J���W�I�X�X�M�R�K���E�R�H���I�R�J�S�V�G�M�R�K��
the rules of conduct. These rules were 
established in the terms and conditions 
�W�I�X���S�Y�X���F�]���,�%�-�'�%�´�W���(�I�G�M�W�M�S�R���H�E�X�I�H��
5th March 2014 addressed to licence 
�E�T�T�P�M�G�E�R�X�W���E�T�T�P�]�M�R�K���X�S���S�T�I�V�E�X�I���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���G�L�E�R�R�I�P�W���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�����%�V�X�M�G�P�I��������
of these terms and conditions sets out 

�X�L�I���[�E�]�W���M�R���[�L�M�G�L���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���E�R�H���E�P�P��
types of commercial communication 
must comply with current laws and 
states that their content must be based 
on a socially responsible commitment to 
consumers and respect for the principles 
of fair competition. Other articles set 
�S�Y�X���X�L�I���S�F�P�M�K�E�X�M�S�R�W���S�J���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
�S�T�I�V�E�X�S�V�W���L�S�P�H�M�R�K���E�R���S�T�I�V�E�X�M�R�K���P�M�G�I�R�G�I����
for example:

• �� �X�L�I���H�Y�V�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���I�E�G�L���E�H�Z�I�V�X���Q�Y�W�X���R�S�X��
�I�\�G�I�I�H���I�M�K�L�X���Q�M�R�Y�X�I�W���T�I�V���������Q�M�R�Y�X�I�W��
�S�J���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���S�V�����I�\�G�I�T�X�M�S�R�E�P�P�]���H�Y�V�M�R�K��
Ramadan, 12 minutes per 60 minutes;

•  there must be a clear distinction between 
�X�L�I���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�I�Q�I�R�X���E�R�H���X�L�I���V�I�W�X���S�J���X�L�I��
�T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�M�R�K�����E�R�H���X�L�I���F�I�K�M�R�R�M�R�K���E�R�H���I�R�H��
�S�J���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���W�T�S�X�W���Q�Y�W�X���F�I���E�R�R�S�Y�R�G�I�H��

• �� �R�I�[�W���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W���Q�E�]���R�S�X���F�I��
�M�R�X�I�V�V�Y�T�X�I�H���F�]���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K�����R�S�V���Q�E�]���X�L�I�]��
be sponsored;

• �� �E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���Q�E�]���R�S�X���M�R�X�I�V�V�Y�T�X���X�L�I��
�F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���S�J���E���½�P�Q���Q�S�V�I���X�L�E�R���S�R�G�I�����S�V��
�X�[�M�G�I���M�J���X�L�I���½�P�Q���M�W���P�S�R�K�I�V���X�L�E�R���S�R�I���L�S�Y�V��
and 30 minutes;

• �� �T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W�����S�T�M�R�M�S�R���T�M�I�G�I�W���S�V��
�E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�I�Q�I�R�X�W���M�R���J�E�Z�S�Y�V���S�J���E���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P��
party or list of candidates for election 

�S�J���E�X���P�I�E�W�X�������	���S�J���X�L�I���G�E�T�M�X�E�P�����E���R�S�X�M�G�I��
must be published to this effect in the 
newspaper or newspapers owned by the 
establishment.

�;�M�X�L���V�I�K�E�V�H���X�S���X�L�I���X�V�E�R�W�T�E�V�I�R�G�]���S�J��
�½�R�E�R�G�M�R�K���W�S�Y�V�G�I�W�����%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������S�J���(�I�G�V�I�I��
�2�S�����������������������S�F�P�M�K�I�W���E�P�P���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X�W��
�T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�M�R�K���E���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R��
newspaper to publish, in each edition 
�H�Y�V�M�R�K���X�L�I���R�M�R�X�L���Q�S�R�X�L���S�J���X�L�I���G�Y�V�V�I�R�X��
year, and in both its electronic and paper 
�Z�I�V�W�M�S�R�W�����X�L�I���E�Z�I�V�E�K�I���T�V�M�R�X���V�Y�R���H�Y�V�M�R�K��
�X�L�I���T�V�I�Z�M�S�Y�W���½�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���]�I�E�V�����M�X�W���F�E�P�E�R�G�I��
�W�L�I�I�X���E�R�H���X�L�I���T�V�S�½�X���E�R�H���P�S�W�W���W�X�E�X�I�Q�I�R�X��
�S�J���X�L�I���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X���T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�M�R�K���X�L�I��
newspaper. This information should 
�M�R�G�P�Y�H�I���E�P�P���V�I�P�I�Z�E�R�X���H�I�X�E�M�P�W�����W�T�I�G�M�½�I�H���M�R���J�Y�P�P��
�M�R���X�L�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R�
���S�J���S�[�R�I�V�W�L�M�T�����M�R�X�I�V�I�W�X�W����
�W�L�E�V�I�L�S�P�H�M�R�K�W���E�R�H���W�I�G�Y�V�M�X�M�I�W�����E�W���[�S�Y�P�H���F�I��
required in an internationally acceptable 
�E�R�R�Y�E�P���V�I�T�S�V�X�����%���½�R�I���S�J�������¯���������H�M�R�E�V�W��
is payable for each edition published in 
�G�S�R�X�V�E�Z�I�R�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I�W�I���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W��

 
 24�����7�I�I���X�L�I���-�2�6�-�'���V�I�T�S�V�X�����4�E�K�I��������
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�����'�)�6�8�
���E�R�H���X�L�I�����2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�I���H�I��

�'�I�V�X�M�½�G�E�X�M�S�R���)�P�I�G�X�V�S�R�M�U�Y�I�����2�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���)�P�I�G�X�V�S�R�M�G���'�I�V�X�M�½�G�E�X�M�S�R���%�K�I�R�G�]�
�����%�2�'�)�
��
 21�����%���V�E�H�M�S���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���P�M�G�I�R�G�I���G�S�Z�I�V�M�R�K���X�L�I���[�L�S�P�I���E�V�I�E���G�S�Q�I�W���X�S�������Q�M�P�P�M�S�R���H�M�R�E�V�W�����M�X���G�S�W�X�W�������������������H�M�R�E�V�W���J�S�V���+�V�I�E�X�I�V���8�Y�R�M�W���E�R�H�����������������H�M�R�E�V�W���M�R���X�L�I���V�I�K�M�S�R�W��
 22�����%���V�E�H�M�S���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���P�M�G�I�R�G�I���G�S�Z�I�V�M�R�K���X�L�I���[�L�S�P�I���E�V�I�E���G�S�Q�I�W���X�S�������Q�M�P�P�M�S�R���H�M�R�E�V�W�����M�X���G�S�W�X�W�������������������H�M�R�E�V�W���J�S�V���+�V�I�E�X�I�V���8�Y�R�M�W���E�R�H�����������������H�M�R�E�V�W���M�R���X�L�I���V�I�K�M�S�R�W�����8�L�I���3�2�8����

�R�I�Z�I�V�X�L�I�P�I�W�W�����E�K�V�I�I�H���X�S���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I���M�X�W���W�I�V�Z�M�G�I�W���J�V�I�I���S�J���G�L�E�V�K�I���M�R���X�L�I���P�E�W�X���J�I�[���Q�S�R�X�L�W���S�J�������������E�R�H���X�S���K�M�Z�I���E���V�I�H�Y�G�X�M�S�R���S�J�������	���M�R������������
 23�����8�L�I�W�I���E�V�I�����0�E�[���������������S�J���������1�E�]�������������S�R���X�L�I���S�V�K�E�R�M�W�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���G�S�Q�Q�I�V�G�M�E�P���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���W�I�G�X�S�V�����[�L�M�G�L���I�R�H�I�H���X�L�I���Q�S�R�S�T�S�P�]���S�J���X�L�I�����8�Y�R�M�W�M�I�R�R�I���H�I���4�Y�F�P�M�G�M�X�q��

���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���%�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���%�K�I�R�G�]�
�����%�8�4�
�����0�E�[���������������S�J���������.�Y�P�]�������������S�R���G�S�Q�T�I�X�M�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���T�V�M�G�I�W�����0�E�[���������������S�J�������.�Y�R�I�������������S�R���W�E�P�I�W���E�R�H���G�S�Q�Q�I�V�G�M�E�P���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K�����E�R�H���X�L�I��
�8�I�P�I�G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�W���'�S�H�I���T�V�S�Q�Y�P�K�E�X�I�H���F�]���0�E�[�����������������S�J���������.�E�R�Y�E�V�]�������������E�W���Q�S�H�M�½�I�H���F�]���0�E�[�������������������S�J�������1�E�]�������������E�R�H���F�]���0�E�[�����������������S�J�������.�E�R�Y�E�V�]������������

�4�S�W�X���V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E���M�W���]�I�X���X�S���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L���E���G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���E�R�H��
�G�S�R�W�M�W�X�I�R�X���P�I�K�E�P���J�V�E�Q�I�[�S�V�O���J�S�V���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���Q�I�H�M�E���½�R�E�R�G�M�R�K���¯���I�W�W�I�R�X�M�E�P��
to the creation of a media sector that properly represents the 
�H�M�Z�I�V�W�I���V�E�R�K�I���S�J���Z�S�M�G�I�W���E�Q�S�R�K���X�L�I���G�S�Y�R�X�V�]� �́W���T�S�T�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R����



�%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������S�J���X�L�I���H�I�G�V�I�I���S�R���4�V�M�R�X�M�R�K����
Publication and the Press30 repeal 
�E�P�P���X�I�\�X�W���G�S�R�X�V�E�V�]���X�S���X�L�I�M�V���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W����
�,�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����M�R���X�L�I���E�F�W�I�R�G�I���S�J���E���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���X�I�\�X��
�E�T�T�P�M�G�E�F�P�I���X�S���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��
�E�R�H���S�J���X�I�\�X�W���M�Q�T�P�I�Q�I�R�X�M�R�K���E���R�I�[��
�G�S�H�I���S�J���T�V�M�R�X�M�R�K�����T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���X�L�I��
press, there remains a risk that laws 
�J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���J�S�V�Q�I�V���V�I�K�M�Q�I���X�L�E�X���L�E�Z�I���R�S�X��
expressly been repealed could be used 
�E�W���E���P�I�K�E�P���F�E�W�M�W���J�S�V���V�I�W�S�P�Z�M�R�K���T�V�S�F�P�I�Q�W��
with the implementation of freedom 
of expression. There is also a risk that, 
where a text repeals its predecessors in 
�F�P�E�R�O�I�X���X�I�V�Q�W�����E�W���M�R���%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������S�J���(�I�G�V�I�I��
�2�S���������������������
�����K�E�T�W���G�S�Y�P�H���F�I���P�I�J�X���M�R���X�L�I��
�P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R����

�8�L�I���R�I�[���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R���M�W���W�X�M�P�P��
�I�Z�S�P�Z�M�R�K���M�R���X�I�V�Q�W���S�J���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�M�R�K���E�R�H��
�E�H�S�T�X�M�R�K���E���G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���V�E�R�K�I���S�J���P�I�K�E�P���X�I�\�X�W��
�G�S�R�W�M�W�X�I�R�X���[�M�X�L���M�X�W���T�V�M�R�G�M�T�P�I�W���E�R�H���Z�E�P�Y�I�W����
particularly in matters of communication 
and information.

6.1.2. Legislation intended to protect 
minorities, children and women
�8�L�I���R�I�[���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���P�E�]�W���H�S�[�R��
�W�T�I�G�M�E�P���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���M�R�X�I�R�H�I�H���W�T�I�G�M�½�G�E�P�P�]��
to protect women and children. Under 
�%�V�X�M�G�P�I�������S�J���(�I�G�V�I�I���R�S�������������������������T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���P�M�G�I�R�G�I���L�S�P�H�I�V�W���Q�Y�W�X����
in particular, ensure that they respect 
�M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���G�S�R�Z�I�R�X�M�S�R�W���E�R�H���E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X�W��
�V�I�P�E�X�M�R�K���X�S���L�Y�Q�E�R���V�M�K�L�X�W�����4�V�M�Z�E�X�I���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R��
operators are subject to further 
�S�F�P�M�K�E�X�M�S�R�W���X�L�E�X���V�I�W�X�V�M�G�X���X�L�I�M�V���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q��
of expression where this could come 
�M�R�X�S���G�S�R�¾�M�G�X���[�M�X�L���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X�W���S�J���Q�M�R�S�V�M�X�M�I�W����
children and women.  

6.1.2.1. Women’s participation
�%�W���Q�I�R�X�M�S�R�I�H���E�X�����������������E�F�S�Z�I�����X�L�I��
�P�M�G�I�R�G�I���L�S�P�H�I�V���Y�R�H�I�V�X�E�O�I�W���X�S���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I��
�X�L�I���T�V�I�W�I�R�G�I���S�J���[�S�Q�I�R���S�R���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R��
�T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W���E�R�H���X�L�I�M�V���I�J�J�I�G�X�M�Z�I��
participation in discussion shows, and to 
treat them with respect on the basis of 
�X�L�I�M�V���W�O�M�P�P�W���E�R�H���O�R�S�[�P�I�H�K�I���S�J���X�L�I���W�Y�F�N�I�G�X��
under discussion.
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6. SAFEGUARDING A FREE PRESS 
AND FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

• �� �V�I�W�T�I�G�X���J�S�V���X�L�I���H�M�K�R�M�X�]���S�J���X�L�I���M�R�H�M�Z�M�H�Y�E�P��
�E�R�H���X�L�I�M�V���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���P�M�J�I��

•  respect for freedom of belief;
•  protection of children;
•  protection of national security and public 

order;
•  protection of public health.

�%�R�]���W�I�V�M�S�Y�W���Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I�W�I���V�Y�P�I�W���M�W��
�W�Y�F�N�I�G�X���X�S���E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�Z�I���W�E�R�G�X�M�S�R���F�]��
�X�L�I���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�S�V�����[�L�S���Q�E�]���X�L�I�R���H�I�G�M�H�I��
�M�Q�Q�I�H�M�E�X�I�P�]���X�S���W�Y�W�T�I�R�H���X�L�I���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I��
�M�R���U�Y�I�W�X�M�S�R���E�J�X�I�V���M�R�J�S�V�Q�M�R�K���X�L�I��
broadcaster of such a decision. Article 
30 of the decree sets out the penalties 
�J�S�V���Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R�W���F�]���X�L�I���P�M�G�I�R�W�I�I�W�����[�L�M�G�L��
�M�R�G�P�Y�H�I���F�S�X�L���E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�Z�I���� and judicial 
sanctions.���� The law states that: “in all 
cases, the sanction must be proportional 
�X�S���X�L�I���K�V�E�Z�M�X�]���S�J���X�L�I���Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R���G�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�H��
�E�R�H���X�L�I���F�I�R�I�½�X���X�L�E�X���X�L�I���G�S�R�X�V�E�Z�I�R�M�R�K��
�T�E�V�X�]���L�E�W���X�E�O�I�R���J�V�S�Q���X�L�M�W���Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R����
�[�M�X�L�S�Y�X���X�L�I���W�E�R�G�X�M�S�R���I�\�G�I�I�H�M�R�K���½�Z�I���T�I�V��
�G�I�R�X�������	�
���S�J���X�Y�V�R�S�Z�I�V���R�I�X���S�J���X�E�\���V�I�E�P�M�W�I�H��
�H�Y�V�M�R�K���X�L�I���G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���½�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���]�I�E�V���S�J���X�L�I��
�]�I�E�V���T�V�M�S�V���X�S���X�L�E�X���S�J���X�L�I���Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R���²

�8�L�I���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�S�V�]���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�]���E�P�W�S���W�I�X�W���S�Y�X���X�L�I��
terms for holders of a licence to operate 
�E���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���G�L�E�R�R�I�P�����(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S����
�����������������
�����8�L�I�W�I���X�I�V�Q�W���E�R�H���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W��
�W�Y�T�T�S�V�X���V�I�W�T�S�R�W�M�F�P�I���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���M�R���X�L�I��
�T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���W�I�G�X�S�V���¯���X�L�I�]���W�X�V�M�Z�I���J�S�V���F�E�P�E�R�G�I���E�R�H��
�M�Q�T�E�V�X�M�E�P�M�X�]���E�R�H���E�V�I���H�I�W�M�K�R�I�H���X�S���T�V�S�X�I�G�X��
�L�Y�Q�E�R���H�M�K�R�M�X�]�����%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������T�V�S�L�M�F�M�X�W��

• �� �H�I�J�E�Q�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���M�R�W�Y�P�X�W���E�K�E�M�R�W�X���M�R�H�M�Z�M�H�Y�E�P�W��
either by journalists of the establishment 
�S�V���K�Y�I�W�X�W���S�R���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���F�]��
�X�L�I���G�L�E�R�R�I�P�����[�L�I�X�L�I�V���P�M�Z�I���S�V���V�I�G�S�V�H�I�H����

• �� �X�L�I���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���S�J���J�E�P�W�I���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H��
fallacious accusations.  

�-�X���E�P�W�S���S�F�P�M�K�I�W���X�L�I���L�S�P�H�I�V���S�J���E���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I��
�X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���P�M�G�I�R�G�I����

•  not to broadcast testimonies that may 
�L�Y�Q�M�P�M�E�X�I���T�I�V�W�S�R�W���S�V���K�V�S�Y�T�W���S�J���T�I�V�W�S�R�W��

• �� �R�S�X���X�S���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���E�R�]�X�L�M�R�K���X�L�E�X���Q�E�]���M�R�G�M�X�I����
exclude, or defame;

• �� �R�S�X���X�S���V�I�G�I�M�Z�I���S�V���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���X�I�W�X�M�Q�S�R�M�I�W��
from children that are contrary to their 
�F�I�W�X���M�R�X�I�V�I�W�X�W���[�M�X�L�S�Y�X���X�L�I���E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X���S�J��
their parents;  

• �� �X�S���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���X�L�I���G�S�R�X�V�M�F�Y�X�M�S�R���S�J���G�L�M�P�H�V�I�R��
�X�S���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���P�E�R�H�W�G�E�T�I���E�R�H���[�S�V�O��
towards the dissemination of a culture 
�X�L�E�X���T�V�S�Q�S�X�I�W���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X�W���S�J���X�L�I���G�L�M�P�H��
with the focus on child participation and 
�M�R�G�V�I�E�W�I�H���M�R�Z�S�P�Z�I�Q�I�R�X��

• �� �X�S���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���X�L�I���T�E�V�X�M�G�M�T�E�X�M�S�R���M�R��
�T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W���S�J���T�I�S�T�P�I���[�M�X�L���W�T�I�G�M�E�P���R�I�I�H�W��
�E�R�H���X�S���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I���W�M�K�R���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I���J�S�V���R�I�[�W��
�T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W����

• �� �R�S�X���X�S���V�I�G�I�M�Z�I���S�V���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���X�I�W�X�M�Q�S�R�M�I�W��
�S�J���Z�M�G�X�M�Q�W���M�R���G�E�W�I���S�J���E�R���E�G�G�M�H�I�R�X��

•  not to exploit or market personal dramas 
�M�R���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W��

• �� �R�S�X���X�S���M�R�M�X�M�E�X�I���S�V���T�E�V�X�M�G�M�T�E�X�I���M�R���Q�E�O�M�R�K��
�E�R�]���X�E�P�O���W�L�S�[���S�V���M�R�X�I�V�E�G�X�M�Z�I���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I����
�K�E�Q�I���S�V���I�R�X�I�V�X�E�M�R�Q�I�R�X���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I��
�X�L�E�X���M�W���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�E�P���S�R���E�R�]���[�E�M�Z�I�V���F�]��
�T�E�V�X�M�G�M�T�E�R�X�W�����H�I�½�R�M�X�M�Z�I���S�V���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�E�P�����S�J��
�X�L�I�M�V���J�Y�R�H�E�Q�I�R�X�E�P���V�M�K�L�X�W�����T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�P�]���X�L�I��
�V�M�K�L�X���X�S���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���P�M�J�I���E�R�H���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X���X�S���F�V�M�R�K��
�P�I�K�E�P���E�G�X�M�S�R���J�S�V���H�E�Q�E�K�I��

• �� �X�S���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���X�L�I���T�V�I�W�I�R�G�I���S�J���[�S�Q�I�R���S�R��
�X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W���E�R�H���Y�R�H�I�V�X�E�O�I���X�S��
treat them with respect.

�8�L�Y�W�����X�L�I���R�I�[���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���W�I�I�O�W��
to support freedom of expression in the 
�X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���W�I�G�X�S�V���E�R�H���X�S���Q�E�O�I���E���V�E�H�M�G�E�P��
�F�V�I�E�O���[�M�X�L���X�L�I���T�E�W�X���M�R���X�I�V�Q�W���S�J���I�R�W�Y�V�M�R�K��
balance, impartiality and credibility 
of content.

�,�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����X�L�I�V�I���E�V�I���W�X�M�P�P���U�Y�I�W�X�M�S�R�W���E�F�S�Y�X��
�X�L�I���[�E�]���M�R���[�L�M�G�L���X�L�I���R�I�[���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R��
�G�S�I�\�M�W�X�W���[�M�X�L���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���J�S�V�Q�I�V��
�V�I�K�M�Q�I���X�L�E�X���M�W���W�X�M�P�P���M�R���J�S�V�G�I�����%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������S�J��
�(�I�G�V�I�I���������������������V�I�J�I�V�W���X�S���X�L�M�W���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R����
�4�V�I���I�\�M�W�X�M�R�K���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�W���R�S�X���G�S�Q�T�P�M�E�R�X��
with the spirit of the new Tunisian 
�'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���X�L�I���R�I�[���P�E�[�W���J�V�E�Q�M�R�K��
freedom of expression. This can make for 
�E�R���Y�R�G�S�Q�J�S�V�X�E�F�P�I���P�I�K�E�P���P�E�R�H�W�G�E�T�I����

Article 51 of the decree on Freedom 
�S�J���%�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���� and 

�%�W���[�I���L�E�Z�I���W�I�I�R�����X�L�I���R�I�[���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R��
�'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�W���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J��
expression in its broadest interpretation, 
�E�W���[�I�P�P���E�W���X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X���X�S���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H��
�X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X���S�J���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���J�S�V��
�E�P�P���G�M�X�M�^�I�R�W�����;�L�M�P�I���M�X���H�S�I�W���R�S�X���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I��
freedom of enterprise as does, for 
�I�\�E�Q�T�P�I�����X�L�I���1�S�V�S�G�G�E�R���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R����
�E�R�H���R�S�V���M�R�G�P�Y�H�I���W�T�I�G�M�½�G���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W��
on press freedom and fair access by 
�T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P���T�E�V�X�M�I�W���X�S���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���Q�I�H�M�E�����M�X���M�W��
undoubtedly liberal compared with other 
Arab constitutions in the way it enshrines 
�M�R�H�M�Z�M�H�Y�E�P���E�R�H���G�S�P�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q�W���E�R�H��
�T�V�S�X�I�G�X�W���L�Y�Q�E�R���H�M�K�R�M�X�]����

In this section we will analyse 
�I�\�M�W�X�M�R�K���V�I�W�X�V�M�G�X�M�S�R�W���S�R���X�L�I���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q��
�S�J���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�R���X�L�I��
�G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���½�I�P�H�W����
�T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�P�]���P�S�S�O�M�R�K���E�X��

• �� �M�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�E�P�M�W�I�H���G�I�R�W�S�V�W�L�M�T���N�Y�W�X�M�½�I�H���F�]��
considerations of public order, morals or 
political considerations;  

• �� �P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�M�R�K���T�P�Y�V�E�P�M�W�X���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P��
�I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R���H�Y�V�M�R�K���I�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P���T�I�V�M�S�H�W�����E�R�H

• �� �P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���E�M�Q�I�H���E�X���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�R�K���Q�M�R�S�V�M�X�M�I�W����
children and women.

6.1. LIMITATIONS ON THE 
FREEDOM OF AUDIO-VISUAL 
COMMUNICATION
�%�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S���%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������S�J���(�I�G�V�I�I��
2011-116, freedom of expression may 
be restricted only in extreme and/or 
exceptional cases and on the basis of 
�W�T�I�G�M�½�G���G�V�M�X�I�V�M�E���V�I�P�E�X�M�R�K���X�S���V�I�W�T�I�G�X���J�S�V���X�L�I��
�V�M�K�L�X�W���S�J���S�X�L�I�V�W���E�R�H���X�L�I�M�V���L�S�R�S�Y�V�����R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P��
�W�I�G�Y�V�M�X�]�����T�Y�F�P�M�G���S�V�H�I�V���S�V���L�I�E�P�X�L�����-�R���K�I�R�I�V�E�P����
�X�L�I�W�I���V�I�W�X�V�M�G�X�M�S�R�W���E�V�I���S�R���X�L�I���K�V�S�Y�R�H�W���S�J��
�T�V�I�W�I�V�Z�M�R�K���L�Y�Q�E�R���H�M�K�R�M�X�]���E�R�H���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�R�K��
the weak or powerless. The other main 
reason for restrictions is in order to 
�K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���X�L�I���T�P�Y�V�E�P�M�W�X���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R���S�J��
�M�H�I�E�W���E�R�H���X�L�S�Y�K�L�X�W�����T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�P�]���H�Y�V�M�R�K���E�R��
electoral period.25

6.1.1. Legislative restrictions on 
exercising freedom of audio-visual 
communication
�8�L�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���T�Y�X���M�R���T�P�E�G�I���W�M�R�G�I��
�X�L�I���.�E�W�Q�M�R�I���6�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R���M�W���R�S�X���]�I�X��
�W�Y�J�½�G�M�I�R�X�P�]���I�\�T�P�M�G�M�X���E�R�H���G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���X�S��
fully support freedom of expression 
�M�R���X�L�I���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���W�I�G�X�S�V�����F�Y�X���M�X���W�I�X�W��
out milestones that represent a radical 
�G�L�E�R�K�I���J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���M�R�L�I�V�M�X�I�H���W�]�W�X�I�Q���S�J��
institutional control and censorship. 

Article 5 of Decree No. 2011-116 
�V�I�P�E�X�M�R�K���X�S���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V���W�I�X�W���S�Y�X��
the requirements for broadcast content 
�E�R�H���W�X�E�X�I�W���X�L�E�X���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q�W���S�J���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
communication must be exercised on the 
�F�E�W�M�W���S�J���X�L�I���J�S�P�P�S�[�M�R�K���T�V�M�R�G�M�T�P�I�W��

• �� �V�I�W�T�I�G�X���J�S�V���M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���G�S�R�Z�I�R�X�M�S�R�W���E�R�H��
�E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X�W���V�I�P�E�X�M�R�K���X�S���L�Y�Q�E�R���V�M�K�L�X�W���E�R�H��
public freedoms;

•  freedom of expression;
•  equality;
•  pluralism in the expression of ideas and 

opinions;
• �� �S�F�N�I�G�X�M�Z�M�X�]��
•  transparency.  

�8�L�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���E�P�W�S���W�I�X�W���S�Y�X���T�V�S�L�M�F�M�X�M�S�R�W��
�[�M�X�L���V�I�K�E�V�H���X�S���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K��
�E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�I�Q�I�R�X�W���J�S�V���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P���T�E�V�X�M�I�W��
or electoral candidates. This applies 
to content whether it is carried free 
�S�J���G�L�E�V�K�I���S�V���L�E�W���T�E�M�H���J�S�V���E�M�V�X�M�Q�I�����%�R�]��
�Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�M�W���T�V�S�L�M�F�M�X�M�S�R���[�M�P�P���V�I�W�Y�P�X��
�M�R���E���½�R�I���S�J���Y�T���X�S�����������������H�M�R�E�V�W�����3�X�L�I�V��
�P�M�Q�M�X�E�X�M�S�R�W���X�L�E�X���E�J�J�I�G�X���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���G�S�Q�I��
�J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���V�Y�P�I�W���W�I�X���S�Y�X���M�R���%�V�X�M�G�P�I������
of Decree No. 2011-116, which stipulate 
a requirement to ensure: 

 ���������%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������W�X�E�X�I�W���X�L�E�X���±�M�R���X�L�I���I�Z�I�R�X���S�J���Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���E�R�H���S�F�P�M�K�E�X�M�S�R�W���W�I�X���S�Y�X���F�]���G�Y�V�V�I�R�X���P�E�[�����X�I�V�Q�W���E�R�H���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W���S�V���P�M�G�I�R�G�I���E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X�W�����X�L�I���T�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X���S�J��
�,�%�-�'�%���W�L�E�P�P���W�I�R�H���E���[�E�V�R�M�R�K���X�S���X�L�I���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X���M�R���U�Y�I�W�X�M�S�R���X�S���G�I�E�W�I���T�V�E�G�X�M�G�I�W���G�S�R�X�V�E�V�]���X�S���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R�����X�I�V�Q�W���E�R�H���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W���S�V���P�M�G�I�R�G�I���E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X�W�����8�L�I���G�S�R�X�V�E�Z�I�R�M�R�K���T�E�V�X�]��
�Q�Y�W�X���G�S�Q�T�P�]���[�M�X�L���X�L�I���[�E�V�R�M�R�K���[�M�X�L�M�R���R�S���P�E�X�I�V���X�L�E�R���½�J�X�I�I�R���������
���H�E�]�W���J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���H�E�X�I���S�J���V�I�G�I�M�T�X���S�J���X�L�I���[�E�V�R�M�R�K�����-�J���M�X���V�I�J�Y�W�I�W���X�S���S�F�I�]���,�%�-�'�%���Q�E�]���H�I�G�M�H�I�����E�J�X�I�V���H�I�P�M�F�I�V�E�X�M�S�R�����X�S��
�S�V�H�I�V���X�L�I���T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���E���[�E�V�R�M�R�K�����W�Y�W�T�I�R�H�����J�S�V���R�S���Q�S�V�I���X�L�E�R���S�R�I���Q�S�R�X�L�����X�L�I���T�V�S�H�Y�G�X�M�S�R���S�V���X�L�I���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���S�J���E���W�I�V�Z�M�G�I���S�V���W�I�V�Z�M�G�I�W���V�I�P�E�X�M�R�K���X�S���E���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�����E���T�E�V�X���S�J���E��
�K�M�Z�I�R���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I���S�V���E�R���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���W�T�S�X�����S�V���V�I�H�Y�G�I���X�L�I���P�M�G�I�R�G�I���X�I�V�Q�����-�R���G�E�W�I���S�J���V�I�T�I�E�X���S�J�J�I�R�H�M�R�K�����,�%�-�'�%���Q�E�]���S�V�H�I�V���X�L�I���X�I�Q�T�S�V�E�V�]���W�Y�W�T�I�R�W�M�S�R���S�V���H�I�½�R�M�X�M�Z�I���[�M�X�L�H�V�E�[�E�P���S�J��
�X�L�I���P�M�G�I�R�G�I���S�V���E�T�T�P�]���E���½�R�I���J�S�P�P�S�[�I�H�����E�W���E�T�T�P�M�G�E�F�P�I�����F�]���E���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�E�P���S�V���H�I�½�R�M�X�M�Z�I���W�Y�W�T�I�R�W�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���T�V�S�H�Y�G�X�M�S�R���S�V���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X���²

 ���������,�%�-�'�%���Q�E�]�����E�W���E�T�T�P�M�G�E�F�P�I�����F�V�M�R�K���M�X���F�I�J�S�V�I���X�L�I���G�S�Q�T�I�X�I�R�X���N�Y�V�M�W�H�M�G�X�M�S�R�E�P���S�V���T�V�S�J�I�W�W�M�S�R�E�P���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�M�I�W��
 ���������%�V�X�M�G�P�I�����������%�P�P���T�V�M�S�V���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���G�S�R�X�V�E�V�]���X�S���X�L�I���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���S�J���X�L�M�W���H�I�G�V�I�I���P�E�[���E�V�I���V�I�T�I�E�P�I�H��
 30�����%�V�X�M�G�P�I�����������%�P�P���T�V�M�S�V���G�S�R�X�V�E�V�]���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�W���V�I�T�I�E�P�I�H�����T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�P�]���X�L�I���T�V�I�W�W���G�S�H�I���T�V�S�Q�Y�P�K�E�X�I�H���F�]���0�E�[���2�S�����������������S�J���������%�T�V�M�P���������������E�P�P���W�Y�F�W�I�U�Y�I�R�X���X�I�\�X�W���W�Y�T�T�P�I�Q�I�R�X�M�R�K���E�R�H��

�Q�S�H�M�J�]�M�R�K���M�X�����E�R�H���%�V�X�M�G�P�I�W���������������������E�R�H�����������S�J���X�L�I���I�Q�T�P�S�]�Q�I�R�X���G�S�H�I��
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 25�����%�V�X�M�G�P�I���������S�J���(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S�����������������������W�X�E�X�I�W�����±�M�R���X�L�I���I�Z�I�R�X���X�L�E�X���J�E�G�X�W���G�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�R�K���E���Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���G�Y�V�V�I�R�X���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���E�V�I���F�V�S�Y�K�L�X���X�S���X�L�I���E�X�X�I�R�X�M�S�R���S�J���G�S�R�X�V�S�P�P�I�V�W�����W�Y�G�L���E�W���T�V�E�G�X�M�G�I�W��
�G�S�R�X�V�E�V�]���X�S���X�L�I���V�I�W�T�I�G�X���H�Y�I���X�S���L�Y�Q�E�R�W���E�R�H���X�L�I�M�V���H�M�K�R�M�X�]�����X�L�I���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���S�J���G�L�M�P�H�V�I�R�����X�L�I���T�V�S�J�I�W�W�M�S�R� �́W���G�S�H�I���S�J���I�X�L�M�G�W�����E�W���[�I�P�P���E�W���E�R�]���Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���S�J���X�I�V�Q�W���E�R�H��
�G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W���F�]���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X�W���L�S�P�H�M�R�K���X�L�I���P�M�G�I�R�G�I�����X�L�I�]���E�V�I���V�I�U�Y�M�V�I�H���X�S���M�Q�Q�I�H�M�E�X�I�P�]���M�R�J�S�V�Q���X�L�I���T�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X���S�J���,�%�-�'�%���[�L�S���W�L�E�P�P���H�I�G�M�H�I�����E�J�X�I�V���H�I�P�M�F�I�V�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���F�S�E�V�H���S�J���X�L�I��
�F�S�H�]�����S�R���X�L�I���Q�I�E�W�Y�V�I�W���X�S���F�I���X�E�O�I�R�����M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K���F�V�M�R�K�M�R�K���X�L�I���G�E�W�I���F�I�J�S�V�I���X�L�I���G�S�Q�T�I�X�I�R�X���E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�Z�I�����N�Y�V�M�W�H�M�G�X�M�S�R�E�P���E�R�H���T�V�S�J�I�W�W�M�S�R�E�P���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�M�I�W���²

�8�L�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R���M�W���P�M�F�I�V�E�P���F�]���G�S�Q�T�E�V�M�W�S�R���[�M�X�L���X�L�S�W�I��
�I�P�W�[�L�I�V�I���M�R���X�L�I���%�V�E�F���[�S�V�P�H�����T�V�S�Z�M�H�M�R�K���E���F�V�S�E�H���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���S�J��
�J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R���¯���E�P�X�L�S�Y�K�L���X�L�I�V�I���M�W���E�W���]�I�X���R�S���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�� 
of freedom of enterprise. 



�H�Y�I���X�S���F�E�G�O�K�V�S�Y�R�H�����V�I�P�M�K�M�S�R�����K�I�R�H�I�V�����E�K�I��
�S�V���H�M�W�E�F�M�P�M�X�]�����6�I�K�E�V�H�M�R�K���G�L�M�P�H�V�I�R����

• �� �X�L�I�]���G�E�R�R�S�X���F�I���Y�W�I�H���M�R���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K��
�Y�R�P�I�W�W���X�L�I���W�Y�F�N�I�G�X���S�J���X�L�I���E�H�Z�I�V�X���H�M�V�I�G�X�P�]��
concerns them;

• �� �M�J���X�L�I���T�V�S�H�Y�G�X���F�I�M�R�K���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�I�H��
�G�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�I�W���E���H�E�R�K�I�V���J�S�V���Q�M�R�S�V�W�����X�L�M�W��
�Q�Y�W�X���F�I���M�R�H�M�G�E�X�I�H���G�P�I�E�V�P�]���E�R�H���P�I�K�M�F�P�]���J�S�V��
a period of no less than four seconds at 
�X�L�I���F�I�K�M�R�R�M�R�K���S�J���I�E�G�L���E�H�Z�I�V�X��

• �� �M�J���X�L�I���E�H�Z�I�V�X���V�I�P�E�X�I�W���X�S���Y�R�L�I�E�P�X�L�]���J�S�S�H��
�T�V�S�H�Y�G�X�W���[�L�M�G�L���Q�E�]���R�I�K�E�X�M�Z�I�P�]���E�J�J�I�G�X��
the health of children, notice should be 
displayed for at least four seconds that it 
should be consumed in moderation. 

6.1.2.4. Legislation guaranteeing 
pluralist political expression during 
elections
�8�L�I�V�I���E�V�I���W�I�Z�I�V�E�P���R�I�[���T�M�I�G�I�W���S�J��
�P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���H�I�W�M�K�R�I�H���X�S���I�R�W�Y�V�I���I�U�Y�M�X�E�F�P�I��
distribution of airtime for the political 
�T�E�V�X�M�I�W���T�E�V�X�M�G�M�T�E�X�M�R�K���M�R���I�P�I�G�X�M�S�R�W���S�V��
referenda. 

Decree No. 2011-35 of 10 May 2011 
on the election of a constituent national 
assembly sets out in Article 44 the 
�T�V�M�R�G�M�T�P�I���E�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S���[�L�M�G�L���G�E�R�H�M�H�E�X�I�W��
are authorised to use national media 
solely within the framework of 
 

 31���8�L�I�V�I���E�V�I���E�V�S�Y�R�H���������������8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���.�I�[�W���V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X���M�R���X�L�I���G�S�Y�R�X�V�]�����G�S�Q�T�E�V�I�H���[�M�X�L�����������M�R���������������8�L�I���R�Y�Q�F�I�V���S�J���%�Q�E�^�M�K�L���M�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E���Z�E�V�M�I�W���F�I�X�[�I�I�R�����������X�L�S�Y�W�E�R�H���E�R�H���S�R�I���Q�M�P�P�M�S�R����������
�������&�Y�X���X�L�I���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�M�I�W���G�P�E�M�Q���X�L�I�V�I���E�V�I���S�R�P�]����������������������

 32�����8�L�I���'�1�%���V�I�G�S�Q�Q�I�R�H�W���X�L�E�X���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I���P�I�K�E�P���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���J�S�V���X�L�I���%�Q�E�^�M�K�L���T�S�T�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���G�S�Y�R�X�V�]�����M�Q�Q�I���H�M�E�X�I�P�]���I�R�H���E�P�P���J�S�V�Q�W���S�J���F�E�V�V�M�I�V���E�R�H���H�M�W�G�V�M�Q�M�R�E�X�M�S�R���E�K�E�M�R�W�X��
�%�Q�E�^�M�K�L���T�I�S�T�P�I���E�R�H���T�S�T�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R�W�����V�I�W�X�S�V�I���X�L�I���P�I�K�M�X�M�Q�E�X�I���T�P�E�G�I���S�J���X�L�I���%�Q�E�^�M�K�L���M�H�I�R�X�M�X�]���E�R�H���M�R�X�V�S�H�Y�G�I���M�X���M�R�X�S���X�L�I���½�I�P�H�W���S�J���X�I�E�G�L�M�R�K���E�R�H���V�I�W�I�E�V�G�L�����E�W���[�I�P�P���E�W���X�L�I���T�Y�F�P�M�G���Q�I�H�M�E����
�,�Y�Q�E�R���6�M�K�L�X�W���'�S�Y�R�G�M�P���;�S�V�O�M�R�K���+�V�S�Y�T���S�R���X�L�I���Y�R�M�Z�I�V�W�E�P���T�I�V�M�S�H�M�G���V�I�Z�M�I�[�����8�L�M�V�X�I�I�R�X�L���W�I�W�W�M�S�R���+�I�R�I�Z�E�����������1�E�]�¯�����.�Y�R�I���������������7�Y�Q�Q�E�V�]���H�V�E�[�R���Y�T���F�]���X�L�I���,�M�K�L���'�S�Q�Q�M�W�W�M�S�R���J�S�V��
�L�Y�Q�E�R���V�M�K�L�X�W���T�Y�V�W�Y�E�R�X���X�S���T�E�V�E�K�V�E�T�L�������S�J���X�L�I���E�R�R�I�\���X�S���6�I�W�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R���������������S�J���X�L�I���,�Y�Q�E�R���6�M�K�L�X�W���'�S�Y�R�G�M�P��

�X�L�I�M�V���I�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P���G�E�Q�T�E�M�K�R�W���E�R�H���J�S�V���R�S��
�S�X�L�I�V���±�M�R�G�M�H�I�R�X�E�P�²���E�T�T�I�E�V�E�R�G�I�W���H�Y�V�M�R�K��
�X�L�I���G�E�Q�T�E�M�K�R���T�I�V�M�S�H�����8�L�I���-�R�H�I�T�I�R�H�I�R�X��
�7�Y�T�V�I�Q�I���)�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P���&�S�H�]���M�W���V�I�W�T�S�R�W�M�F�P�I��
�J�S�V���S�Z�I�V�W�I�I�M�R�K���X�L�I���Y�W�I���S�J���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E���E�X��
these times. It sets the technical criteria 
�E�R�H���V�Y�P�I�W���J�S�V���E�R�]���G�S�Z�I�V�E�K�I���S�J���I�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P��
�G�E�Q�T�E�M�K�R�W�����[�L�I�X�L�I�V���E�M�V�I�H���S�R���W�X�E�X�I���V�Y�R��
�S�V���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���G�L�E�R�R�I�P�W�����-�X���E�P�W�S��
establishes the rules and procedures for 
�X�L�I���T�I�V�M�S�H���S�J���X�L�I���I�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P���G�E�Q�T�E�M�K�R���¯��
this includes the duration of broadcasts, 
�T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W���E�R�H���W�P�S�X�W���V�I�W�I�V�Z�I�H���J�S�V���X�L�I��
�Z�E�V�M�S�Y�W���G�E�R�H�M�H�E�X�I���P�M�W�X�W�����X�L�I�M�V���H�M�W�X�V�M�F�Y�X�M�S�R��
�E�R�H���W�G�L�I�H�Y�P�M�R�K���M�R���X�L�I���H�M�J�J�I�V�I�R�X���Q�I�H�M�E���¯�� 
in consultation with the different parties 
concerned, on the basis of respect for 
pluralism, transparency, equality and 
equality of opportunity. 

�'�L�E�T�X�I�V�������S�J���(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S�����������������������S�R��
�E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���M�W���E�P�W�S���H�I�H�M�G�E�X�I�H���X�S��
�I�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P���G�E�Q�T�E�M�K�R�W�����-�X���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�I�W���,�%�-�'�%��
as the independent authority responsible 
�J�S�V���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�M�R�K���Q�I�H�M�E���T�P�Y�V�E�P�M�W�Q���E�R�H��
�H�M�Z�I�V�W�M�X�]���H�Y�V�M�R�K���I�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P���G�E�Q�T�E�M�K�R�W���E�R�H��
�J�S�V���V�I�Q�S�Z�M�R�K���E�P�P���P�I�K�E�P���E�R�H���E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�Z�I��
obstacles to media access, based on 
equity between all candidates and all 
�I�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P���P�M�W�X�W�����,�%�-�'�%���M�W���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�W�I�H���X�S���W�I�X��
the rules and special conditions for the 
�T�V�S�H�Y�G�X�M�S�R���E�W���[�I�P�P���E�W���X�L�I���W�G�L�I�H�Y�P�M�R�K���E�R�H��

6.1.2.2. The protection of the rights of 
minorities in the audio-visual media
�8�L�I���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���V�I�U�Y�M�V�I�W���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���S�T�I�V�E�X�S�V�W���X�S��
�K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I���X�L�I���T�E�V�X�M�G�M�T�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���T�I�S�T�P�I���[�M�X�L��
�W�T�I�G�M�E�P���R�I�I�H�W���S�R���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W��
�E�R�H���X�S���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I���W�M�K�R���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I���J�S�V���R�I�[�W��
�T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W�����-�X���E�P�W�S���F�E�R�W���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���X�I�P�I�Z�M�W�M�S�R��
�W�X�E�X�M�S�R�W���J�V�S�Q���V�I�G�I�M�Z�M�R�K���S�V���F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���X�L�I��
�X�I�W�X�M�Q�S�R�M�I�W���S�J���E�G�G�M�H�I�R�X���Z�M�G�X�M�Q�W���X�S���E�Z�S�M�H��
�I�\�T�P�S�M�X�M�R�K���T�I�S�T�P�I���J�S�V���H�V�E�Q�E�X�M�G���I�J�J�I�G�X��

�0�M�R�K�Y�M�W�X�M�G���H�M�Z�I�V�W�M�X�]���M�R���F�S�X�L���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S��
�Z�M�W�Y�E�P���Q�I�H�M�E���E�R�H���X�L�I���[�V�M�X�X�I�R���T�V�I�W�W���M�W��
limited to Arabic and French. There is no 
�T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R���J�S�V���X�L�I���%�Q�E�^�M�K�L���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I����

�,�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����E�P�X�L�S�Y�K�L���X�L�I�V�I���E�V�I���R�S���S�J�½�G�M�E�P��
�W�X�E�X�M�W�X�M�G�W���S�R���X�L�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���&�I�V�F�I�V��
�W�T�I�E�O�M�R�K���T�S�T�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R�����X�L�I���%�Q�E�^�M�K�L��
�M�W�W�Y�I���M�W���V�I�K�Y�P�E�V�P�]���V�E�M�W�I�H���[�L�I�R���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E��
reports to the United Nations Human 
�6�M�K�L�X�W���'�S�Y�R�G�M�P���S�R���X�L�I���E�T�T�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��
�S�J���X�L�I���M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X���J�S�V��
the elimination of all forms of racial 
discrimination. 

�8�L�I���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���X�L�I���R�I�[���P�E�[�W��
�K�S�Z�I�V�R�M�R�K���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E���V�I�W�I�V�Z�I���R�S���W�T�I�G�M�E�P��
�X�V�I�E�X�Q�I�R�X���J�S�V���X�L�I���.�I�[�M�W�L���S�V���%�Q�E�^�M�K�L��
minorities of Tunisia.31 The new authorities 
�J�E�M�P�I�H���X�S���V�I�W�T�S�R�H���X�S���X�L�I���8�Y�R�M�W�M�E�R���%�Q�E�^�M�K�L��

�T�I�S�T�P�I� �́W���V�I�U�Y�I�W�X���X�S���L�E�Z�I���X�L�I�M�V���M�H�I�R�X�M�X�]��
�E�R�H���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I���V�I�G�S�K�R�M�W�I�H���[�L�I�R���H�V�E�[�M�R�K��
�Y�T���X�L�I���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���7�I�G�S�R�H��
Republic. So far the recommendations 
�S�R���P�M�R�K�Y�M�W�X�M�G���H�M�Z�I�V�W�M�X�]���J�S�V���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
�W�I�G�X�S�V���T�Y�X���J�S�V�[�E�V�H���F�]���X�L�I���%�Q�E�^�M�K�L��
�'�S�Y�R�G�M�P���L�E�Z�I���R�S�X���F�I�I�R���E�H�H�V�I�W�W�I�H��32

6.1.2.3. The protection of women and 
children in advertising 
�8�L�I�V�I���E�V�I���R�S���W�T�I�G�M�E�P���T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���V�I�K�E�V�H�M�R�K��
�X�L�I���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���S�J���[�S�Q�I�R���M�R���E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K����
�F�Y�X���E�P�P���E�H�Z�I�V�X�W���Q�Y�W�X���G�S�Q�T�P�]���[�M�X�L���G�S�H�I�W��
�S�J���I�X�L�M�G�W�����V�I�W�T�I�G�X���L�Y�Q�E�R���H�M�K�R�M�X�]���E�R�H���E�Z�S�M�H��
�E�R�]���J�S�V�Q���S�J���I�\�G�P�Y�W�M�S�R�����M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K���I�\�G�P�Y�W�M�S�R�� 
 

�F�V�S�E�H�G�E�W�X�M�R�K���S�J���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�Q�I�W�����V�I�T�S�V�X�W���E�R�H��
�W�I�U�Y�I�R�G�I�W���V�I�P�E�X�M�R�K���X�S���I�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P���G�E�Q�T�E�M�K�R�W����
�-�X���W�I�X�W���I�U�Y�M�Z�E�P�I�R�X���V�Y�P�I�W���J�S�V���E�P�P���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
media and may enforce these in law. 

6.1.3. Legal limitations on exercising 
freedom of the press
�8�L�I���T�V�I�Z�M�S�Y�W���4�V�I�W�W���'�S�H�I���S�J������������
was repealed and replaced by Decree 
�2�S�����������������������S�J�������2�S�Z�I�Q�F�I�V������������
�S�R���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���X�L�I���T�V�I�W�W�����T�V�M�R�X�M�R�K���E�R�H��
publication. The decree is much clearer 
and more liberal in matters of the 
�T�Y�F�P�M�W�L�M�R�K���F�Y�W�M�R�I�W�W���E�R�H���T�V�I�W�W���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q����

�(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S�����������������������K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�W���X�L�I��
�V�M�K�L�X���X�S���J�V�I�I�H�S�Q���S�J���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�M�S�R�����G�S�R�W�M�W�X�M�R�K��
of the free circulation of ideas, opinions 
and information of any nature, their 
�T�Y�F�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�����X�L�I�M�V���V�I�G�I�M�T�X���E�R�H���I�\�G�L�E�R�K�I����
which must be performed in accordance 
with the stipulations of the international 
�E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X���S�R���G�M�Z�M�P���E�R�H���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P���V�M�K�L�X�W�����E�R�H��
�S�X�L�I�V���X�V�I�E�X�M�I�W���V�I�P�E�X�M�R�K���X�L�I�V�I�X�S���V�E�X�M�½�I�H���F�]��
the Tunisian Republic. 

The exercise of this freedom may be 
�V�I�W�X�V�M�G�X�I�H���S�R�P�]���M�R���X�I�V�Q�W���W�T�I�G�M�½�I�H���M�R���P�E�[����
�E�R�H���E�W���P�S�R�K���E�W���X�L�M�W���P�E�[��

• �� �M�W���P�I�K�M�X�M�Q�E�X�I�P�]���G�S�R�G�I�V�R�I�H���X�S���V�I�W�T�I�G�X���S�J��
�X�L�I���V�M�K�L�X�W���E�R�H���H�M�K�R�M�X�]���S�J���S�X�L�I�V�W�����T�V�I�W�I�V�Z�I��
�T�Y�F�P�M�G���S�V�H�I�V���E�R�H���S�V���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�R�K���R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P��
defence and security; 

•  is necessary and proportionate to the 
measures that must be adopted in a 
�H�I�Q�S�G�V�E�X�M�G���W�S�G�M�I�X�]�����[�M�X�L�S�Y�X���G�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�R�K��
�E���V�M�W�O���S�J���E�J�J�I�G�X�M�R�K���X�L�I���W�Y�F�W�X�E�R�X�M�E�P���V�M�K�L�X���S�J��
freedom of expression and information.
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�(�W�K�Q�L�F�L�W�\�� �0�R�W�K�H�U���W�R�Q�J�X�H�� �/�L�Q�J�X�L�V�W�L�F���D�I�¼�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �3�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q
     

Tunisian Arabs Tunisian Arabic Chamito-semitic family 10,000,000 
     
Algerian Arabs Algerian Arabic Chamito-semitic family     218,000 
     
Levantine Arabs  Standard Arabic Chamito-semitic family    198,479 
     
�7�L�E�[�M�]�E���� �'�L�E�S�Y�M�E�����&�I�V�F�I�V�
�� �'�L�E�Q�M�X�S���W�I�Q�M�X�M�G���J�E�Q�M�P�]�� ����������������������
     
�(�N�I�V�F�M�����.�I�V�F�E�
�� �2�E�J�Y�W�M�����&�I�V�F�I�V�
�� �'�L�E�Q�M�X�S���W�I�Q�M�X�M�G���J�E�Q�M�P�]�� ����������������������
     
French French Romance language     11,000
     
Maltese Maltese Chamito-semitic family      7,100 
     
�8�Q�E�K�S�Y�V�X���� �7�I�R�I�H�����&�I�V�F�I�V�
�� �'�L�E�Q�M�X�S���W�I�Q�M�X�M�G���J�E�Q�M�P�]�� ����������������������
     
�7�I�R�I�H���� �7�I�R�I�H�����&�I�V�F�I�V�
�� �'�L�E�Q�M�X�S���W�I�Q�M�X�M�G���J�E�Q�M�P�]�� ����������������������
     
�+�L�E�H�E�Q�r�W���� �+�L�E�H�E�Q�r�W�����&�I�V�F�I�V�
�� �'�L�E�Q�M�X�S���W�I�Q�M�X�M�G���J�E�Q�M�P�]�� ����������������������
     
�2�S�V�X�L���%�J�V�M�G�E�R���.�I�[�W�� �1�S�V�S�G�G�E�R���%�V�E�F�M�G�� �'�L�E�Q�M�X�S���W�I�Q�M�X�M�G���J�E�Q�M�P�]�� ��������������������
     

�8�L�I���R�I�[���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�M�I�W���J�E�M�P�I�H���X�S���V�I�W�T�S�R�H���X�S���X�L�I���%�Q�E�^�M�K�L����
�T�I�S�T�P�I�´�W���V�I�U�Y�I�W�X���X�S���L�E�Z�I���X�L�I�M�V���M�H�I�R�X�M�X�]���E�R�H���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I��
�V�I�G�S�K�R�M�W�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���'�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�������?�E�R�H�A���V�I�G�S�Q�Q�I�R�H�E�X�M�S�R�W�� 
�S�R���P�M�R�K�Y�M�W�X�M�G���H�M�Z�I�V�W�M�X�]���J�S�V���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
�W�I�G�X�S�V���L�E�Z�I���R�S�X���F�I�I�R���E�H�H�V�I�W�W�I�H��

�2�I�¼�F�L�D�O�O�\���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�H�G���H�W�K�Q�L�F���J�U�R�X�S�V���L�Q���7�X�Q�L�V�L�D

Source: ”Al Jumhuriyah at Tunisiya” 2009



�3�2�6�,�7�,�9�(���(�/�(�0�(�1�7�6��

�6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V����
 
•  Strong mobilisation for the reform of public authorities 
•  A demanding civil society
•  Democratic stabilisation of political life
•   The setting up of independent regulatory bodies including ISE 

and HAICA
•  New liberal and democratic constitution
•   A secular and democratically elected head of state who 

supports change
• ���8�L�I���I�\�M�W�X�I�R�G�I���S�J���E���H�M�Z�I�V�W�M�½�I�H���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���Q�I�H�M�E���P�E�R�H�W�G�E�T�I��

�2�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��

•  Support of the EU and Western democratic states
•   Positive perception of the Tunisian experience as an example 

to be followed in the region
•  Support of international institutions
•   Development of the global information and communication 

society

General short- and medium-term trends

�1�(�*�$�7�,�9�(���(�/�(�0�(�1�7�6��

Weaknesses

•  Economic fragility of the media sector
• ���3�V�K�E�R�M�W�I�H���G�M�Z�M�P���W�S�G�M�I�X�]���E�W���]�I�X���M�R���I�Q�F�V�]�S�R�M�G���J�S�V�Q
•  A heavy shadow cast by the authoritarian regime 
• ���;�I�E�O�R�I�W�W���S�J���T�Y�F�P�M�G���½�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���V�I�W�S�Y�V�G�I�W��
•   Slowness in drawing up the new legislative and institutional 

framework 
•  Absence of a representative elected legislative power 
•   Strong presence of a conservative trend in the political 

landscape
• ���'�P�M�Q�E�X�I���S�J���M�R�W�I�G�Y�V�M�X�]���E�R�H���7�E�P�E�½�W�X���Z�M�S�P�I�R�G�I

Risks

•  Proximity of households to political and military tensions
•  Fanaticism of jihadist groups
•   Inadequacy of Western, particularly European, political and 

economic support

7. SWOT ANALYSIS
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8. RECOMMENDATIONS

�8�L�I���G�S�Y�R�X�V�]���W�Y�V�Z�I�]�W���L�M�K�L�P�M�K�L�X���W�S�Q�I���M�Q�T�S�V�X�E�R�X���G�L�E�P�P�I�R�K�I�W�����[�L�M�G�L��
�W�L�S�Y�P�H���F�I���X�E�G�O�P�I�H���E�W���E���Q�E�X�X�I�V���S�J���Y�V�K�I�R�G�]���M�J���X�L�I���M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P��
�G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�X�]���M�W���X�S���S�T�X�M�Q�M�W�I���E�R�H���W�X�V�I�E�Q�P�M�R�I���Q�I�H�M�E���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X��
�M�R�X�I�V�Z�I�R�X�M�S�R�W���M�R���X�L�I���1�)�2�%���V�I�K�M�S�R������

�-�R���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V���M�X���M�W��
recommended that:

• �� �0�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�W���E�H�E�T�X�I�H���X�S���Q�I�I�X���X�L�I��
�T�V�S�Z�M�W�M�S�R�W���M�R���X�L�I���R�I�[���G�S�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R��

• �� �0�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�R�L�I�V�M�X�I�H���J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���T�V�I��
�V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�E�V�]���T�I�V�M�S�H���M�W���V�I�T�I�E�P�I�H���E�R�H��
�V�I�T�P�E�G�I�H���[�M�X�L���R�I�[���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���X�S���V�I�W�S�P�Z�I��
the contradictions between current and 
�T�V�I���V�I�Z�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�E�V�]���P�E�[�W��

• �� �%���R�I�[���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R��
law is drafted that precisely and 
�G�S�Q�T�V�I�L�I�R�W�M�Z�I�P�]���G�S�Z�I�V�W���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��
�E�G�X�M�Z�M�X�]���M�R���E���[�E�]���X�L�E�X���M�W���½�X���J�S�V���X�I�G�L�R�M�G�E�P��
�E�R�H���X�I�G�L�R�S�P�S�K�M�G�E�P���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�W�����H�M�K�M�X�E�P��
�X�I�V�V�I�W�X�V�M�E�P�����G�S�R�Z�I�V�K�I�R�G�I�����G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�E�P��
�E�G�G�I�W�W���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�V�Z�M�G�I�W�����I�X�G���
�����-�X���Q�Y�W�X��
�E�P�W�S���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L���V�Y�P�I�W���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�M�R�K���X�L�I��
�T�P�Y�V�E�P�M�W�Q���E�R�H���H�M�Z�I�V�W�M�X�]���S�J���X�L�I���Q�I�H�M�E���E�R�H��
�T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�R�K���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���W�I�G�X�S�V���J�V�S�Q��
a concentration of ownership of media 
outlets. 

• �� �2�I�[���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�W���H�V�E�J�X�I�H���X�S���T�V�S�X�I�G�X���X�L�I��
principle of the pluralist expression of 
�M�H�I�E�W���E�R�H���X�L�S�Y�K�L�X�W���M�R���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P��

�Q�I�H�M�E�����M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K���J�E�M�V���E�G�G�I�W�W���S�J���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P��
�T�E�V�X�M�I�W���X�S���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���Q�I�H�M�E���S�Y�X�W�M�H�I��
�I�P�I�G�X�S�V�E�P���T�I�V�M�S�H�W�
��

• �� �0�I�K�E�P���E�R�H���X�I�G�L�R�M�G�E�P���V�Y�P�I�W���J�S�V���Q�I�E�W�Y�V�M�R�K��
�E�Y�H�M�I�R�G�I�W���E�V�I���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�I�H����

• �� �2�I�[���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���M�W���H�V�E�J�X�I�H���X�S���V�I�K�Y�P�E�X�I��
�E�H�Z�I�V�X�M�W�M�R�K���M�R���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���Q�I�H�M�E��

�;�M�X�L���V�I�K�E�V�H���X�S���X�L�I���T�V�M�R�X�I�H���T�V�I�W�W�����M�X���M�W��
recommended that:

• �� �(�I�G�V�I�I���2�S���������������������M�W���V�I�Z�M�W�I�H���V�I�K�E�V�H�M�R�K��
�E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�Z�I���H�S�G�Y�Q�I�R�X�W���[�M�X�L��
�E���Z�M�I�[���X�S���K�I�X�X�M�R�K���V�M�H���S�J���X�L�I���V�I�Q�E�M�R�M�R�K��
�E�Q�F�M�K�Y�M�X�M�I�W���E�R�H���V�I�H�Y�G�M�R�K���X�L�I���I�\�G�I�T�X�M�S�R�W��
and limitations.

• �� �'�Y�W�X�S�H�M�E�P���W�I�R�X�I�R�G�I�W���E�V�I���E�F�S�P�M�W�L�I�H��

�;�M�X�L���V�I�K�E�V�H���X�S���X�L�I���I�P�I�G�X�V�S�R�M�G���Q�I�H�M�E�����M�X���M�W��
recommended that: 

• �� �)�P�I�G�X�V�S�R�M�G���Q�I�H�M�E���E�V�I���G�S�Z�I�V�I�H���F�]���E�R�H��
�W�Y�F�N�I�G�X���X�S���K�I�R�I�V�E�P���T�V�I�W�W���P�I�K�M�W�P�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H��
�X�L�E�X���X�L�M�W���M�W���Q�E�H�I���G�P�I�E�V�����.�S�Y�V�R�E�P�M�W�X�W���[�S�V�O�M�R�K��
on the electronic press should share 
�X�L�I���W�E�Q�I���W�X�E�X�Y�W���E�R�H���F�I���K�S�Z�I�V�R�I�H���F�]���X�L�I��
same laws as other journalists. 

•  The public bodies responsible for the 
authoritarian control of the written and 
electronic press are either abolished or 
their mission is reframed to ensure the 
freedom of the press and electronic 
�E�Y�H�M�S���Z�M�W�Y�E�P���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�G�E�X�M�S�R����
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